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Baie St. Paul Charlevoix Que. Sept.clst. 1922

My dear Mr. Walker,

T am sending by parcel post to Olive some ground
cherries to make preserves,Idid not get as many as last year,as they wer
started later and this early frost of sunday stopped them short.We had a
fine crovn of tomatoes,they all ripened.on the stem. Very few flowers in
the garden were able to stand this toueh of frost.It played the devil
with the tabacco of the farmers.

Hutchison writes me that he saw Shilling at the Salmagundi Club, he says
that he had & hunted look perhaps he knows that Hutch. knows where he
spends his summers. Hutch. on his way up passed by Louiseville,and saw
no sign of Alexander.Zo old Shilling must before coming down your way
wait some time so that you forget how he received us in liew York last
winter.
My fectory is going full blast:I will have to get a gr mophone to tune
up when I am grinding colors. They work so well. Luce says that these
days I look like "Sunny Jim" they are making me forget how to swear.
I am on to all the tricks of the color-makers. I realize now that the
grinding of colors should be done by the artist. He knows best how the
colors should be ground to suit himself. I prepared some canvas last
winter with Windsor&lewtonfoundetion White.this white is extremely poor
I put on two coats of it .lven with two coatsit is terribly absorbent
so much that when you paint on such a ground the oil shows right though
at the back of the canvas.It is almost as bad as painting oun plaster.
As long as I live I will never buy another tube of paint. Grinding co-
lors is very simple To give you an idea of the strength of the pigment
when the color is ground by one self,take for instance the cadmium ver-
millon,if ground by the color makers it is extrenely weak and dull.When
you grind it yourself it becomes stronger then Prussian blue which is
easier to clean away from the grinding stone than the Cadémium vermilion.
I have just ordered a lot of powdered colors from llorin,I will be sable
to work outdoors this winter without freezing sketching will be then &
real pleasure.

We have decided to remsin over in Canada for another year.Things &are
not bright enough in Paris for artists.l hear a great many artists have
given up Paris and gone to live in the country,where they can live much
cheaper.Rents are going up all the time and pictures are selling very
little.Anyhow & landscpape artist or any other artist other than & por-
treit painter should not live in the city,if he wishes to work.

Bantt you find a few days to come down to the Baieflo try and come.
Luce sends her love to you both. Hoping to see you soon down here.
With the best of luck
Yours very sincerely

Clarence A. Gagnon..
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Bgie St.Pank Charlevoix Que. Nov. 9th. 19

My dear Mr. Walker,

I have been intending to write you much sooner than
this,but we have upset by the floods and a continuous flow of visitors
2ll summer. I have heen working like a nigger painting during the day
and grinding colors at night. 1y correspondance during that time was
piling up all the time;and the garden was quite neglected.

I was handicapped all summer with a sore foot,and have resumed my long
walks only these last few weeks;I took my gun along and the dog. Ko
vartridge,and very few hares this jear.

They have psssed a new law in France which obliges & tenant to live in
his house personnally or give it up.I'm afraid if I cannot manage to
make some arrangement about my studio I shall have to go over to Paris
and see about it this winter. I may have to rush over there any moment;
if I cannot get the courts to allow me a delay.

I am going up to Ottawa Wednesday to act on the Jury of the R.C.A. with
a bunch of 0ld moss-hagsti.Il see you are u» on the council this year,
with all your enemies. I believe the meeting is to be important and
stormy,as the charter is to he amended. All themamendments in the world
would not change snything. A stick of dynamite would be the thing!

Baie St. Paul has had a very trying time with the last two floods.It
will never get over it, on the contrary the situation is so bsad, that
prectically the whole village is doomed. The streams have broken sway
from their usual course washing everything in their path,causing land-
slides. It would cost over a million to keep them in their beds,and
protect the village from complete déstruction. I never thought that
such small streams could cause such havoc. Boulders the size of s
house have been rolled like marbles. The people of Eaie St. Paulmnust
have many sins to sacount for. for the Lord dont like'xkem..The peaple
are living in nightmare evgry time & drop of rain comes down. The high
waters next spring will play the devil again.

Onrmy way to Quebec on wednesday I shall call you on the phone. If
you are going to ottawa we can arrange to make the trin together from
Montreal.

Luce and myself send our very best regards to 0live eand yourself

Yours sincerely

Clarence A. Gagnon
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3568 Outremont ave. llontresl.

My dear Mr.Walker,
Lucile and I were very sorry not to see you on our
rough Quebec. We have been rushed off our feetisince and will
lad to get on the boat and have a rest. I hope that everything
be allright when we get over,and t}at I shall be able to get to
in my studio right away. We 1)‘0‘&; the dog up and left it with
my brother Wy little four year old nen?ew took possession of it in
no time. _t will not he en easy thing to take that dog away from him
when we return here. VWE are sailing by the liinnedosa C.2.R. boat on
the 10th. at St.John to land at ,Achourg.
I hope you got the dehlias& gladioli I sent you.Iam sending you by
Mail 2 staTOgues of Diener, with s Da;kage of gladiali seeds Give
them a try", it is interesting .
Well,au revoir, will write you and let you know all about it over
there.
Yours very sincerely
Clarence A. Gagnon

Daghlies ---

Iucile Rodier Double peony.gold shading to copper & old gold,tipped
with o0ld rose; erec m, large flower.

with
very

buff
%

v Dawn. Single,orange center,pneta gold shading to
salmon rose narkings vard's the tips oi pe

erectu stems.

I
o ] cte
dio,

Sunrise. Single, same as shove except & stronger tone of orange.

ioratio Walker.Immenee dvuble vpeony,ground vermilion,outer petals tip-
ped with straw color;strong plants,very erect stems.

Indian Summer. Single,red ground vetels with gold markings.

~

Renoir. ’ingle peony,0ld rose, orange and gold.

Gold & orange. Single

-

Single,long petals,orchid color,yellow center, with
lemon yellow “alwﬁugo at hase of petsals.

1 hox of Diener gladioli,see catalogue nos.
lbag of unclassed bulbs,tags were lost.
G.7. bulb,Light pink,flesh color ground.
G.5. bulb.Strawberry pink with red & crimson center.
G.2. Deep vernmilion darker throat,with light peacock eye.

G.4 Light pink with crimson marking's on each petal,running deeper
toward center.

L7

All buldbs with G. are ' put in hot beds in the spring of 19Z23.
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9 rue Palguiere. Paris. Deec.8 19&5.

My dear lir.Walker,
I wrote you & long letter last spring from London

I wonder if you ever got it or if you are as good a correspondend as I am

I am sending you a small Chrismas card of my own. It is & monotype in a
new process.This card is rather small to give & good idea of the result
one can get from it moreover I did some retouching with gouache. I paint
a sketch in oils on & piece of linoleum, just as I would paint & sketch
on canvas or panel,then take a piece of chinese paper(which is absorbent)
put it down on the sketch.......... and run it off the etching press.

It gives the effect of a water color and the broadness of the brushwork
of oils with great brillancy and transparency of tones which cannot be hal
with water colors or oils. Besidea it can be retouched with pastels. By
studying very closely Degas'work,I found out that he first made a monotyre
then touched it up all through with pastels,to heighten and accentuate
the color. In my process,kkmthe oil is out of the paper. Give it a try,
its worth it,it helps a great deal in carrying out a picture.Linoleum is
a better ground to make & monotype,it has not the smooth glassy surface
of a zine or copper plate.Sometimes up to three prints can be taken from
the same sketch.

I returned from Wembley I have done very little painting,I have been
constantly taken up by tourists and visitord.TThank God there is a lull
juat now!In & month or so the Decorative Arts Exhibition will be & thing
of the past,and a good riddance. The whole thing was nothing else but &
"Coup de Jazg" !! The buildings were awfully ugly,the British Pavillon
the ugliest of all,and also their exkibits. Denmark took the Grand Prix
of all the Nations. The Scandinavians carried the honors. The furniture
was bulky showy and uncomfortable.Interiors fit for war profiteers and
parvenus. Ceramics were very good. The French tepestries,Gobelins,were

sceamingly horrible. Bernheim,the art dealer,had a pavillon arranged to




showw the modern home of a great art collector.Holy loses! a worse show
could not be better arranged,cubists,super realists,dadaists,unconscion_-
nists,and all the "isms" of the world were there,except a decent canvas.
French Art whieh condemmed years ago new departures in liunich,have not
only caught up to Munich,but have gone beyond.What an appalling decadence

The dealers are organized like the stock-brokers, they have formed pools

and boost this sort of thrash,and then unload as fast as they can on the

goats of nouveauxz riches. Their Art is more messy than their finsances.
You though$ I exaggerated when I used to paint French situation rather
dark years ago.Well it is pretty black,and very likely will be blacker if
these political demagogues have got nothing else to do but to fight bet-
ween themselves. The cost of living is soaring at a tremendeous rate.
Things were rather serious the other day when the Painlevé cabinet fell,
all the troops were confined to their barracks,a "coup d'état"was feared
We shall have an era of parliamentary crisis for several years to come.

Paris is not the Paris of the old days.Foreigners everywhere one has
the sound of a foreign tomgue continually ringning in one's ear. It is
a mystery to me to see how certain categories of Freunch people manage to
live.There are thousands of edses of peonle living on air alone. The in-
tellectual class is suffering a great deal.

I have been asked to illustrate & book"Le grand Silence Blanc" an Alaskaan

story in the f Jack London,this book had & great success here,but

wants to make sn édition de luxe,with illustrations in colors,wood-block
color.As he is leaving it entirely to me.I accepted to do it; the
wood-blocks are to be printed by Bouchet the best printer in Paris(hand-
press printin They also want llaria Chapdelasine illusirated the same
way.Since the war the French have made great strides in book publishing.
"heir show at the Decorative Arts Zxhibition was & revelation.Some very

fine books have been brought out in 1920 to 1924 which were originally




sold from 90 to 200 franccs,are gquoted at 26000 to 40000 francs to-day, a

great sveculation for booklovers.

WE saw guite a good deal of the Scott'swhen they were here this summer,
also Eric Brown and his wife. Lucile saw a great deal of her Canadian
friends over here,She is enjoying Paris,and has quite forgotten the Bay

St.Paul,not I, I get homesick for it,I console myself when I realise that

I have a good comfortable studio to work in,and plenty of material to

work from. I miss the fishing and outdoor life and my garden. I was quite

dissappointed with the flowers over here,at the Zxhibition apart from
roses,the exhibit was very poor my little plot at the Bay could have
shown some belter blooms than they had here. Dahlias were rather good,
nothing here ever touched in gladiolithose Diener bulbs from California.
Everything I got from him is 100% of what I saw over here.As a matter
of faet the flower show did not come up to anything Isaw in New=York.How
did the gladioli and dahlias that I sent you turn out? In Paris region
the late variety of table corn did not ripen this summer,Baie St. Paul
is not so bad after all.

Lucile joins me in whishing you again a very Jjolly ZXmas and Happy New

Year to Olive and yourself
Yours very sincerely

Clarence.




me A»L.(M Le(’f.ﬂ-oa-b/\mw'a»f

, (-D o-rv-»o‘vvv{“ou\ \Lu (’3)0«-9» = \LM%J
])«%AAM”M%MJ SMM(}QM/\%ALJ
"LRW%WM(}%M\A” whoi fo Lacs
;@u:u., reven. <odle § o .
: e e bw‘e‘ﬁm

-M«&-MW&X-—&M] (M.S‘Mmu,
\t_‘i-ﬂ-rursu»h od ol waven

L,/\»ar
\«Vad—b._,( &WX\M) a wAfnj

o (Fadenaos é SO V
§ dowea o M-eou;, La Mg.clm. g.c an,O. l]:q
QA na

;Y'Mf’

%,( rosers. ~ <3,A" R e
So:a:\j» G Ghe WU wp. ;Wa, wtu

4;3 m Mszm waed Loloak.

[/ PN vvt a»«f

Ve J d Ut
4 s wfd:] ‘2’:@:» W:Lt k“g 9 My m_)
vt Hyw-'- n . D - waah APV IIIR
- .fvvgy AL fg":;,%MMc N .

/




THw Colon d AdT e & o A
U Wedomush™ are pfpld. o WLM
&ML ;

/

s W &WCJ—(A\«&M‘
M‘Mwﬁd\ /—:eq.So-Lg, o
A ehe A
et S N
MM WO@VW)“"T
&cvuv\ckl S ) Ss% bc’/b Loso WA—S‘CAS\QLwM&j-«l ‘
ol sl & Yierinn “t,
(mwawwdw%uﬂ
s A lennd ok UWA
R AT o
u?mwt;wt\u&.&._
(»LL._, (mw%ow&w‘f’w&
g Hual T 8M-c.,we\,ounndlf~—9\a~c_
umd\-—t,e,u add (2 Mr&M 03
e (o waele. a.,bNL(,Q,,W,
Cnll e W% (+o
EV),A dw’rw*qﬁww Loww—,,h, u“uej
(*quJam&»uPaM cans QM(/@W Qriencasl
B'tw'L, JWVJ*%%‘& f%‘(‘mad" ‘/(E:..f

A{:»m Gre Dreon wees a./Fa&S G
afce lecdieo + =)
30 ol ’bwws




#VJQ Hnde. o
va Cokore  wmod- ok Ut Colen, Gata S -
A 7 (umga%&&&\kabﬁgb«mf@%

e O Gty Begd Uy prg




T“esa—»\ alao oo W&%m)d»%d.&“;g, W ool Ul Sena
‘*"5‘“\- Ao s warn U Frecech —thove weada owal'—
Aidon Lo ook ekl bos Thadn shoe ok dl S
De comaline b3 awj :

o ek o Sorem ek S Gyt oy
LM:N@AQALQ s 1@&*(10(’5 T uwlilel arg

"aw&aaﬂdﬁd\;écﬂ:u&ﬁ wea s

- Aha o %Aﬁc Q—--S('u-—;u_n,bg

- deall o‘\] %» C el canr M
o - OA~s O d (,\M qn'..l,"
D oa < ~




‘ (023 L_.a.& w&r
]si "y ’b,w KV oy D PR S MW v
9 A o W o~h— UQA»\—XQUL q’bw\a Sev‘hlvu 08 £ -
ﬁ/YL“ d’w C«,L,(\Mm wuu.u 1/{\» S e, ome l)/\,m«\. ufwe\“‘""d
oy Lo l:ﬂuw G20 Al el A,
W'sc W&édwu' lc w\mﬂ‘hmughw
.;,-c..ld,]” ou,\m‘f el £ o ~ ¢ | o ‘
See M’}

rees . e
ek Pl Shomas . O ww dﬁ:};aﬂ m

Ol,w\-w| - % d‘; | -~ - ’
o chaldy, S dlde Mo L ‘3';«.
L - (,'w.M_ sk Te due & "ff\-ﬂ- :;:(.é‘
Seo ™A dlen ” ’ dAQ w
“Ar€ana CAW}«W {\ Wnware 5"1"( QN-X

Wd.b ‘g

MQWW WM

TRy Togus

uu»*fywiaao
et
wwk we

| f”fu!:L‘ A f)«a‘ﬂeﬂc 7

P‘Q. \.’(Lgxw «:.‘.—LM. S o allee.
S Q

K ' all




wihe B RCA- D el mk ,«Lﬂ
.- g La. o un L e woa Qa
ok ue \MW mLiean Covas awa(_@.y‘u{gu

3 “Dw MC}W@- TS | ehaseg Porecs
ik o= YO~ 1o LansS ol Lan sk,mr| v w'“tml
d“w\;]fw“‘*"“’t S ommnn Randay as U7
Werrby 'owed (Youwene~r Pm‘wa&% w
ol 0 h a6 U el “wr&&i%
Wal

e v Pt s

N qu, comn k™ ok A2 _
Ao el ol e on UZ o apid
NAL GZL’L LL:. (0% —

Ao g Eﬁ,.

—~




9 rue Falguiere. Paris Dec.13th. 1926.

My dear Mr.Walker

Iwas delighted to hear from jou,and that you had a very
good summer, and things were going well. I amlsorry I was'nt at the Baietp
receive you when you went down with Simard who wrote me about it.You do
not mention having seen our" Ole Freind Arthur” "He will be sore in the
heart"” when he hears you went to the Baie and you never called on him.
My Swiss trip gave me a lot of"pep" but am losing it all in house clea-
ning.I am having the studio done over again and the vacuum-clesner has

been steadily going and swallowing the dust of 17 years,and the dirt thet
my vainters made,no matter how much these fellows strike they will never
get any sympathy from me,the more so when one is a Gascon &nd the other
Corsican the devil and the deep sea.
On asecount of the impossibily of getting proper wood-blocks I gave up the
idea of illustrating the book " Le Grand Silence Blanc " besides it would
have tied me down for nearly four years,engraving steadily every day;and
the printers tugging away at my coat-tails to hasten things. Instead I
em doing & series of monotypes which will be reproduced by the Saudé Sten-
e¢il Process VWhich isufar superior to any printing in celor yet invented.
They can reproduce & water-color to perfection,so well that you cannot te
tell which is the original.All the fine " édition de luxe" books are beig
being done with illustratioms by that process. I got Rous and lMann the
printers in Toronto to take it up.Printing inks,wkich are not permsnent
are done awsy with and water-colors such &s used by the artists are used
instead. Artists materials over here are getting very expensive and
very poor quality.l got some poppy o0il from Neuman's it seems good but
very thin.There is & new white on the market it is guaranteed not to turn
black and to have & great covering power. I am making experiments with it;
as far as I can judge it has a trifle more covering quality than zinec
white,but a great deal less than blanc d'argent.It behaves in the grin-
ding Jjust like zinc white.and has a tendency to dry with a skin,and
likely to become brittle like zinc white.After all no white has yetubeen
found to equal the lead white.Il discovered that the last o0il I got from
Blockx was adulterated with cotton-seed oil.
The Salon d'Automne is jm=x on just now,very poor show.All the modernists
are split up in as many parties as are in the Frenck Chamber.Allthough
gome of that"crazy stuff" forced its way into the Luxembourg gallery ther
is nevertheless & reaction ageinst it coming on. A few dealers who dealt
exclusively with that"crazy stuff” went bankrupt. The sale of the Quinn
collection in which figured "Rousseau's (custom officer)™ Bohemienne
endormie which was supnosed to have been knocked down at 570000 fcs. was
never so0ld,it was a put up job by the dealer who had sold it to Quinn. He
gsimply had to buy it back.de had started the bidding at 370000 fes. to
"épater"the bourgeois,it turned out that the bourgeois would not allow
himself to be "épater”.
I hear that"little Wy§ly Grier" has gone over to where he really belonged:
the Horne Russell &Co.camp; and wants Bric¢ Brown's head.Poor Eric,who
would have thought thet he would be compared to Mussolini. I always found
Eric to be to00 meek about things.I suppose my head also will be demanded
by the Hoorn-Dyonnet when they hear sbout & Canadian Art Show in Paris in
April.During the last two years I manage TO get the French Government to
invite the Wembley exhibit over to Paris,and I did it through Armand Dayot
Inspector General of Fine Arts,a great I‘riend of mine. Eric Brown was
afraid to bring it up to the Trustees of the National Gallery, fearing
another row with the R.C.A. I urged him on,it was &n opportun&%y which
we might never come across again,as it is not an easy thing to get such




an invitation,I managed to get ahead of Sweden Denmark Greece and Teheco-
Slovakia.Last year Holland hed her show,it was'nt much. I &m ceonvinced that
& Canadian Show would be better,specially if carried out on the same lines
&s the Wembley one.However Brown gathered all his courage and put itup to
the Trustees expecting tobe turned down, it turned out that they gave their
full approval,and the show is to take place at the galleries of the Jeu de
Paume in the Tuileries Gardens,where they have housed the foreign section
of the Luxembourg Museum. So far everything went on smoothly;I have been
entrusted with the task of its organisation and will be able to carry it
through. 1 saw Vincent llassey & few weeks ago,and he thought that no matter
what the R.C.A.would try,the show will be carried out as planned. After
his last®stunt” Wyly Grier is most likely to be left out of the show. We
are to include in the show & retrospective of lorrice and Thomson,esach a
set of 15 pictures. Besides your Wembley exhibits,I wish you could let us
have a few of your cerayon studies of "habitants"” they would improve our
black & white section tremendecously. Armend Dayot is going to publish &
special number of 1'Art et les Artistes on Canadian Art which will come out
at the same time as the show;which will open on the 10th of llay,ideal time
of the year for a show of this kind, just before the Salons. I hope you
will be here then,bring Olive along to sce 0l1ld Paris. The"petites poules”
are far more numerous and attractive than when you were last.Their skirts
a0 not bag at the knees now. Be sure before you come over to have Suzsnne
teach you the latest step of the Bhaleston snd the Black Eottom.

By the way did you ever receive the seeds of Alpine flowers Isent you from
Interleken? I was glad to hear my gladioli turned out a&llright.You should
try Diener's seed the California man,the same one from whom I got those
gladioly,his petunias are simply wonderfull,Il have not seen anything like
them over here and so his pansies.His tomatocs are wonderful absolutely
devoid of acidity. Except the roses I do not see any flowers around here to
compare with New York Flower shows. In Switzerland they are simply wonderful
specially geranium begonias which ornemented every window of the chaletis.

I think the reason they seem to bloom so well must be due to the soil being
composed of mostly lime stone silt and very cool nights,with heavy dew,I
have seen in Savoy and Switzerland phloxes over 8 ft. in height.

Well here's another Xmas over here,l hope before long to spend the others
in Canada,these people over here get on my nerves,thgy are alweys squealing
I wish we could have an ice-bridge directly to the island and jolly up

for Chrismas. ‘
LIucile joins me in sending you and Olive our very veey ve v jolly Xmas and
Merry New Year ! Plenty pictures!.

With our best love. Yours sincerely

Clarence .A. Gagnon

P.S. Where can I get a slice off those 22 millions dollars of that Gagnon
left in California when he died 50 years &ago. Kill off all the other
Gagnon's ,start on your island.




: . = '
ﬂ N 'k-a-Q,QK\MJ\ﬂ» : @-ée. (ld‘ \olj_g_

Md—&mhwaqlqn&.
" Ue Godn | fpardre cne

ST R T R
UL o U gane, o he Wi s raachon v
Sonds  wtao e & vobeed” opale” Hhak vl 4o
Vrneend M‘o. Q&-Lg)bc&,,-u—,f a{ln «6\44%8,9\ -
en fare. We Lot Bl o pen (B <9 R
R mwuvacw@% W'J\V‘Ja,w‘\ro\Q@
s do Mrowhes 9 Ul S Shawnene L bnakin b enes

.

k/‘n..;/‘ M N @"Ob/\/\ou% a“l'\ (5768 L/Q'\,:L,{ ArCryy "va% e“"""“ A~

@M’?qow»u_ e s Does e ll.-m\»uvucz\.‘*"‘“‘“‘-’L‘r
Ve ahte & qel- TGoede G Fromee B G Sl N
Dods Gheide ant umpefr ton ov e del gl serng el
G hone & e ORve . [4as we Rane al wah centen
e eonld toe cuo\,o“A—ch./f s wwsed? "~ c
WL} ot Co em,nmwu'ﬁ

W &\/\/‘s\" ‘,K‘,L Gt oAk Ao ‘OLWZ,% Vrveaaden
Crns L«:\M.‘.‘ (o 2 s Sl ands, We i bove o
T\Ld‘ L»I/l,,. We eovened a distocee Jk ;Laa-m”fzéalomtmga
Pa~nce Lonl W W we ob,oa(,. \,L,__', Qan. wne weuh ™’
coh” TFreS (hot elusan S DL, Ay ot ) - Cawl oL
?WTK‘W?“M(WMWI L on u&;%]*mm‘,
wp by Ui Botlans Touss The poss Tewls Tlooke by fune




= ‘/an: @on  ow UL (X aans
: ‘w%w“ﬁ%‘fﬂ*wﬂ;\-
Dorse BbedanS o oo anaa Rewdo L ke Lo
s . Ow U (G4 Lenllismn aone ws a e e

/?M‘ : mwm v leRn i d %'.m”‘/@\wl):;e ubans S

YWM"‘QMws Sol weade Ve o Na "
< ‘ e ey nald @ggmt&%

W- othhincnae uM:l whiofd- drare o ddof analul {pe
] . ) :

ol d it Bssenn ol whae Fhacle ool A garned T
WL—"% me}M Md\:h‘wuqr
~¢'MWL Md\uw um«ovaScogrv;:é

W ks o L{WC—OU\,‘ Wl a %‘X(,U(“ VW W VN “eu:_

Vieiad ocan?. Tham we fefh Pant fon Jdo et Yy Protedass

M%M %c&&.;u s eocjmmw Coneedl

o G e a feLadohd Ve gabon iy ol Ui Ve

%du,%—&w«—(du wote A Co-a-/;("u/k,(l\lcﬁfv‘-\m

(75 é) Ures -L»omr-w»c) A ododu-, fk/pcu—c-o e PN Y %%::3-%

O~ g Wwse S D week” wfp A scdaviath Lol rer—

oo i ekt aganie ow S end V\WWMM

U:v\,,wg,w\lJLw\.ov‘u.. L""?‘Me"'&f\«t‘oml?_m\f\ﬁ-ﬂb\” ;

My Ao~ o~ hii ek coin, Svton] Ll WL Yon whrak”

o do ol ‘vL-' We shatl see Unah a dMMJM:., M%

& ped v Uht plde Uhad Ynadave Svivond” shall sk

Gl b tatl T alreghl Somand G gonS ol ehacg.d

%wqm'heww &L\-C‘M«yu b — oo Ao wWoae




-3 |
OXVVV:V‘— <+ N"’&W"f, As> 8§ ocvvi a S to-b‘}/o‘(" e @/f/u-aw'w%
Avrmsadered ol |dellonS wen %M&W
WS, we eenel anmald and  tnade %0«\[’@@.\,_, ‘
\/\ovvwv‘, WM{F\MY' %,\.c&.—f:b/a-«am (/Ev\m% Q,Q/‘so»cn.-ﬁé'”‘)‘"‘“te
Unle  enmsed e Rl ok Rale thaigle di Ptoede
TFoualr ST ol Rothibung ' uwds
'Ttewco' W,‘ Pra ann b WWm, W cfare o s
om ) rnte G Bodo Teall a0 we wene Gl Ul Nonds
Ao ,TV&.o%e.. “(ebeco S Lvadeca weae Qavuruwyes
Ue @ arna ML&L Sode o Ma@’b"”_‘j
- Q M Cf_wm M . I+—’L<M~Lé""“‘
d rb,w“"ﬂ-PaM’ G \enon~ et u&T‘mM%W
& govt gloce G G o can | Thow ans ‘-{:"(‘P’“’"".‘('j“‘""‘,'
Conaes 0w Uhi Guakican. SCde anc’ a.YmuLMm,ﬁ
M noove B G arnewnsS” Swie (’;:J\M’.;‘L‘:"D\ m
’ ~ frald e

ad. Una , , - "
e US wold, A L;l(
S A xr‘]\ ez ot s St R U e,




Croanes ’§W\r1rva,- WQWMKM
;/b::oux\a;} ad— M/‘PW He cowsos ABHWH:’:&W
Aarnds wi UL MLL%M Machinicn whos te tad”
‘fr@wawavzgmo‘\/ (¢ &M&Tk&r Tolocd” L& -'a,u_d'o«w'
A LT~ b B Leanae & pgraw + ok oS Nl &
Ui B conee Fondo L;:@Mi;%u@cﬁml@
Shatl Lo oneatls i UTad ehafp dees wok—

‘V»-.»‘.z,n_,l,’z_,L o-b/:,—\;gq \le slf:_,--..(‘ ‘_A./\f““ !;@_;/l/&w. (5 S e all, L'l;\:.; ‘E‘MM

{reon T“‘*‘Qﬂ Frondl DUVRE FUUIERS DO VPRI TORNE “PIVS

Ao LG dn: alheds Grverand™ doeo andf

C_Wu e S o O A Sovua S

(4,7\,&,1\~ : MWMWM,M'Wﬁﬂ-&— N Ciar a M\N\A,Ak
} ’W

(l)a‘\a.u/gxou VM\ALO\?.'@W‘LW'\ PR LU‘QA/\LO

kis Eas vav/U-\A.Q_ o Vu’m‘ Oyt ) A © a

U can (Q.JaA‘.uL«Ln—X’ cnd ek wdks a LA\l A - we-
A L ek Wu"\:\' \/L/\oLQ,CZA.._,?r wiore Unal $E5 Stmasd-
AN S W TS helyp o) dhl pameardd
;)t'/&v’\‘&e»u/}o r~ Unr Mmg‘ww lamfureecmw A
adirng. e Peasanks Ul war | s2venall Wo@nala 4,




u oh” A Ma d‘h (L\LT\L«&J\ Nneada D~
o ane 'vv»cu\/a/uls }—e/\»(,-mrJ Noada .
U~ . THAe Lol %:;m/}n};%%ﬁ-{,aﬁw s M¢Md~
lﬂ\ou arne 1 (Pm LAAA-S duu LO’OL&/J Mp \je\_a’

ww WAoo lona. Lo, Q\r-w-u«sq, Wumb@\M

@cuk.rhutw e,owwbﬂ S Anairen \‘A_‘QA’Y’(-(’Q"“’\ L&MM

g L O oA
‘awu\_vw »’lou“{/a \/v\- r\m&.a_ LMM ‘(,, W‘,. g AT

neaekie ff A s U G : |
el | we a Ay sl Ao O U Sl
%o\,(«kunmi.v\. S hone Heer achel 5 Wiatnalis
" ™ZWancal e&ww aaa s Sw\«a,o-bau.n Yroofeo dao-
Lrg Wi Comada. ome whotl fo WM'%
v(*-_l)u. l—\weifvm el Cemy Poreds QLW"KZM

St & \24104.‘ vl ence Lu }V\m Q&a@am Orann
S hare Lk Mox& M

<+ SotonsUT QWCMLO -
’Tknmmd\»gufxoww‘ywl 3

o o WW s e o al Mapuue %
O”M e LL S man OXV_ cotoref Washralionn eadf




%-v\vxa.»\f A os \\/(N al MV\: wes oA ue oo e onn '
S Ao \MLW%&"’AMT&LCS&W gl :
s ey ¥ ORie with' ot D alliows as la paeded
\/\AM‘W‘ (/Uvoan;-e_ “ ¢a/daauv&, d’l; MW?W

QIWS {MW‘M‘WWU&W

o , Ly s
&&V%m%quk tfwh&Wﬁm




m

fglpuiere. Jaris Dee. 18th. 1928.

My dear Ilr. Walker,

Ye Gods..sparks asre flying all around. Refore the
year enda I am working over-time esnswering all the letters I have reiei-
ved during the last three years. DBy the time this reaches you you will
heve gotten & lot of news from the Simardscwho left in & violent gale.
that will do Simard's liver a lot of good after his high-living over
here. We took him over to Puy Moyen in the suburbs of Angouléme.Whenc
hig ancestors lived there it used to be called Puy Royal,now it is just
vlein Puy Moyen, the Simards is overflowing both banks of the St.Lau-
rence. make counfess that drink of cognac of 1865 that was given to him
at Puy lioyen. gust think of what would happen if &1l the Simards around
Quebec treated one of their cousins from France in the same manner, he
E3RX®&x never would be able to get back to France to tell the tale:ll

Lucile and myself were exceedingly sorry not to have seen Olive,
had we known a week sarlier we could have arranged to meet. But I had
previously arranged to call for & friend in Savoy. VWe got back at the
beginning of Iovember in time to see the Simards.

We had a great trip. We covered & distance of Z£000 kilometers since
last April. When we got the cay, we went with Fred. Hutchison to Italy
by way of Central France,the Riviera to Rome,then by way of Assisi,Pe-
rugia,Siena,Padua,Venice,llilan,the Italian lskes up by the Gotiard Pass
The pass being blocked by five feet of snow we had to put the car on
the train to Goschenen, and continued by way of Lausanne,Genevea,Dijon
back to Paris. On the trip Hutchison geve us a few lessons in driving,
mine were interrupted at Ferrara where I passed & reilroad crossing with
out stooning:result Mussolini's soldiers made me pay a fine of forty
liras.1t was paid with a mild protest I had to keep rather quiet other-
wiselthgy might have added another fine for driving without a permit.If
I had had a permit I would have Cain, aUnion Jack pinned on the car does
the trick. On our refurn to Paris we took additionnal lessons and when
Tucile got her nermit the very first day ahe was driving around in the
full of traffeéec. My first expérience was not so good, I bumpned into a
tramcar,yith a slight dent on the mudgard. Then we left Pariscfor the
14th. July holidays with a friend of Lucile Mrs. Coté. The holidays tur-
ned out to be a fort night vagabonding along the ¥alley of the Seine,
the whole Brittany coast up the Loire visiting the chateaux de Touraine.
On that trip just as I was leaving the gates of Paris while going up a
hill, a pack of maps in the rack above my head fell oa my nose,so I went
up on the sidewalk,between two trees,back on sgain om the road,my compa-
nions had & cold aweat . IEnjoyed Brittany very much.fhat's the trip we
will make when you come over next year.If you fear the chauffeur,Simard
will tell you what to do sabout it.We shall see that a puncture proof
tyre is put on the side that lladame Simard shall sit.Anyhow it will be
allright Simard is good &t changing spare tyres,he can even change them
in the worse blizzards. In the middle of July we started again with our
friend lirs.Coté making strait for Belgium & Holland. As soon as we got
to Rheims we remembered that Holland was having its Olympic games,we
veered around and made for Verdun,Nancy,Strasburg,zig-zasgging through
Alsace-Lorraine,then crossed the Rhine at Basle,through the Black Forest
Stutgart,Rothenburg,Jurenburg,Dresden,into Tcheco-Slovakia,Prague and
Vienna. We gave up the ides of going to Bude Pesth,as we were told the
roeds were very bad.Those of Tcheco-Slovakia were enough for us. In Aus-
tria we came across some of them. From Vienna we came along the Danube
and made for Salzburg and theance to Munich where we stayed two weeks wit
some German friends of mine. From there we made several excursiouns in




both the Austrian & Bavarian Tyrol. We pushed on to Innsbruck through
the Brenner Pass, to lleran, then we tackled the Stelvio Pass, the highest
carriage road in Zurovne 9100 ft. high: a good place to test & car!
There are 49 hair pinnturns on the Autrian side and 27 on the Italian,
with barely room to turn around these turns,two of them we had to back,
wheelbarrows had been left in the turn by roazdmenders.The brakes held
good,if they had given way Lucile & Clarence would have had picked
themselves up a theunsand feet below on a glacier. After that all the
other passes were child's play. We are fit now for the roof of the world
up the Hymalayas . From the Stelvio we went to Italy and came up through
the Dernins Pass to the Engedine,and down to Italy again by Chiavenns,
up the Slugen Pass, in Segantini's country through the Julier Pass,the
Oberalp to Andermatt, then through the Furka Pass,passing within stone's
throw of the Rhone Glacier, and into theRhone Valley. We msde seversl
trips into the velleys of Anniviers & Hémérence,both very,primitive and
picturesque.Lucile here refused to drive,the roads she ssid were not
safe.After the Stelvio we can go almost anywhere,so I took the wheel.The
costumes and the peasents of these remote Alpine villages are really
fascinating for an artist.From the Rhone Valley we crossed into Savoy
through & devillish steep narrow pass,the Foreclsz.In Savoy we met & yourg
ehap studyind art in Paris,he comes from the Barren Lands in the Delts
of the Mackenzie where he had been trapping. He has a great talent,his
great ambhitién is to learn to draw & paint and return to Barrencslands to
paint the stuf” up there,I shall be greatly mistaken if that chap dees
not make good.Fedid not take long to see all the humbug in this modern
stuff,unfortunately he has been greatly handicapped in his studies over
here by the lack of funds. Jt is a darn shame to see how little the
Alberta Government does for such talented young chapns. In Savoy I did
some sketching with him, When the weather got rainy we made for South
and central France where we zig-zagged for a whole month. One day on thew
way to Grenoble in an awful rain storm going around & curve the car
skidded and went into a ditch,but we did not overturne; nothing more
than the smashing of & shock abscrber.With the help of the peasents I
got her up on the roasd again,and we continued along.The peasante told
me,several motorists had been killed around that surveywhich is baunked
in wet
weather.Simard will tell 1 what he thinks of the french roads! In
CGermany they are making perfec: ]
Central France is very fine,pou would enjoy seing it.The tourist has not
yet begun to overrun it.Hotel are very poor,and the roads very bad.The
peasants drop the nails of their heavily hobnailed sabots as faest as theg
rammer them in.Tyres look like pin-cushions. You would find fine models
for razor back hogs,that are used for hunting truffles.lts the.only
place where one can still find them. They are all colors these pigs.and
cleaner than their masters too. It was a revelation to me,this part of
tre country.l never realized that there could be such spots in France
that the tourist had not reached,but there it is!

Well : we are quietly settled down in the studio for the winter. I haw
been asked to illustrate "Maria Chapdelaine"”,and some other books dealing
with Cenada,one which has come out written by a Frenchmen who has lived
eleven years out Vest.He has just been awasrded the Goncourt Prize.It is
Creatly inferior to "Maia Chapdelaine” I am through with book illustra-
tion for some time,I have lost enough time cussing the printers& colorist
I want to pet back to my nainting.

The book on thellze d!Orléans is very good and I was delighted to see a
freat many of your pictures in it,Some of the colored illutrations could
have been revroduced better.

“imare has it all down,we are in two cars going sometime next year to
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9 rue Falguiere . Paris.Dec.8th. 1933.

My dear lir. Walker

Last june as soon as I had put thelast illustration
of Maria Chavndelaine, I made a bee-line for Scandinavia, and terribly
relieved of the thousandth and one snnoyance that the printers showered
on me during the last three years. Before leaving I gave orders to the
publisher that when the book would come to send a copy of it specisally
printed for you immediatly.. To my great surprise ,wheu I returned a few
weeks ago,the book was still in his place.He said I had not given him
your address;it was discovered that his secretary had forgobten or mis-
laid the address I had given him before I left. So I had him send the
book immediately and hove it was safely received by you. I was hardly
back in my studio that the publisher turned up to askeme to illustrate
another book. He did even had the chance to open his mouth to tell the
title of the book that I told that in these hard times,it would be a
good thing to illustrate it himself.I am fed up with printers &and pu-
blishers absolutely disgusted with them.Just think 1 ghadl have to waste
& good six months to rid my originals of the coat of elbow grease that
the printers have honored them with. Colour reproduction is still £arine
from perfection,it is still at the mercy of hand retouching.In my book
the landscanes were well done but the interiors and all those with figu-
res were pnretty poor. I spent more time supervising the printing than I
actually gave to the illustrations. Desides that,they were too much
reduced. The size of the book should have been larger.However that set-
tles it:No more book illustration for me.

We had another delightful four month&ssejourn in Scandinsavia, without
theleast moter trouble,except on the way home in Sweden,a Swedish car
driven by & well known Swedish actor crashed into ours on & bridge and
went down into & ditch(very deep) he and his wife crawled out without
even & scratch.lt was a miracle that nobody was hurt.We were delayed two
days for repairs to our car which the insurance company Swedish oifered
to oay without comment and bickering as 1 usual in France,l take my hat
of’ to the Swedes!.All Scandinavians are very square in their dealings,
snd honesty is"™ the thing" in Scandinavia especially in Horwsy,and that
makes it the most agresble country in LEurope to visit,they mind their
own business snd leave you alone.You never meet & beggar or & policeman.
In Norwa¥ we stayed three weeks at Olden, Ithink the most beautiful
spot of the Hordfjord.Imet there the American llinister to Horway Hoffman
Phillip ,who owns & salmon river there. Le invited me to go and fish
with him not having the equipment for salmon fishing, I fished for sal-
mon trout,Several disciples of Isaac Walton in the "shape of of English
genersls and doctors told me that my tackle was far too light for the
kind of fish there and vhat was the idea of fishing witinout lending net
or gaitf,ena they were sorry for me and offered me all the classical
stuff that is possible to purchasse in the matter offishing tackke.But
itdid not take long before they found out what & Canuck can deal with
fish,even if it is & Scandinavien trout” trout is trout" After they had
whipned the pools all day long and tried every Ifly imaginable and returs
ned to the hotel blaming their ill-luck to the height of the water,they
could never agree sbout it,it was too low for some and 100 high for
others.So while they were putting on their undertakers garb for dinner
I gquietly would go to the pools,let go a wooden minnow,which I had pain=-
ted with luminous vaint ground with my own paint,no trout could resist
thet and usedto turn uvp at dinner time with some specimens of the finest
trout measuring up to 26 inches long and landed without net or gafi,the
1lstter are far more dangerous than useful,they hamper your novements
and likely to play you a dirty trick on these swift rivers. So the




British all gathered around to quiz me about the tackle thet I used I
answered"You gotte use brain o0il and smear it om your lures” I told
e jor General 3ir Percy Cox a veteran of Indian Wars, who found out it
wee far easier to pull down Afghan natives than to pull out & salmon

trout. After that they offered me their cards to visit them in Dear
0ld England. One of these generals had fished all over the world and he
"he knew" what fishing was,he spent more time changing his fljesthan he
did fishing. Owing to this wave of nationism all over Europe I was not
able to get any trout flies in Norway,the native stuff would not even =msx
cateh a gold fish in the punch bowlseven if you rubbed its nose with it
and my false pride could not be tickled to accept some from the general,
who for all I know had the responsibility of having snapped that Hindenmn-
burg line. So one evening while they absorbed in the "Angling Notes of
the Times,I took some bare hooks,cut a tuft of hair from Lucile's head,
a little red wool from ILady Coxks sweater and resin from the log that
wee burning in the fire place:in & few minutes I had half a dozen flies.
With Sir Percy I went to his pool where he had made his headquarters
and in less than half an hour pulled out seven trout,which he had tried
to tempt,without even & wink from them for a good five days.I dont thin
he has got over it yet! and probably is searching all over England for
"brain oil":

When the leaves started to turn we made for Telemark and stayed in & =
very picturesque and fishy place called Dslen where I am ashame.ito say
I got more trout than sketches. Whyworry.Art has reached the satiuration
point anywey.There is trout in that spot wheighing up to £61bs;some
fish,unfortunstely the season was too far advanced.Bul some of those
whonvers that dared to provoke me while I was sketching will get tlheir
Weterloo soon as I havemade up my mind to use some "brain oil on them
next summer.
Norwegian artists have never been able to paint their country,they have
never been able to rid their eyes of the French Schodol. The color of the
water of those fjords is & problom for an artist,a little brain oil in
your vpaint is alsc necessary there too.Our Laurentian countr; cuts =
poor figure in comparison to Horwegian scenery. I visited the Horwegian
Autumn Show rotten! morbid and poor imitéation of the Montparnasse school
same in Sweden and Denmark.In Holland they sre trying to put a little
Javanese flavor into this modern hash.
We found Cermany very quiét,no sign of what the papers have published.
We were warned not to go to Germany with a French car.The Nazis went out
of their way to be nice,I wish Icould say half as much of the Belgians.
All the tourists we have met say the same thing.
T hear that Paie St.Paul is overrun with painters from all over America,
and the Gaspé coast will seec-them too.The whole Salmagundi Club will
tske root there. What sbout that famous Quebec liuseum of Art? Is cure
Paradis cooling down on the Hollywood stuff? Has'nt Jos.Belleau found s
wife yet? I doubt if Arsene can remember all the berth dates of his kids
as he could only count up to 26 wheh I last interviewed him. Tell Jos.
Belleau he better hurry up to marry,if he wants to get any fun out of it

Iucile is trying hard to get fat,when all other women are trying to

get thin,She is well however. She joins me in sending Olive and yourself
Greetings for Chrismas and all very kind thoughts for the coming year

¥ours as ever

Clarence A. Gagnon
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