P116 Fonds Clarence A. Gagnon l@ IR((@

CONDITIONS D’UTILISATION DES IMAGES TELECHARGEES

L’utilisation non commerciale de ces images numériques est libre et gratuite. Elles peuvent étre reproduites,
distribuées et communiquées au public a des fins de recherche exclusivement et selon les modalités suivantes :

e Toute image utilisée dans le cadre d'un projet de recherche doit étre citée correctement en suivant le modele suivant :
Auteur, titre du document ou nom d’objet, date, Musée McCord, cote compléte;
Il est défendu de modifier, de transformer ou d’adapter cette image;
L’utilisation d’'une image a des fins commerciales est interdite sans 'autorisation préalable du Musée McCord.

En ce qui concerne les conditions d’utilisation commerciale des fichiers d’'images, vous pouvez consulter la section
« Services photographiques et droits d’auteur » du site Web du Musée McCord. Pour toutes questions
supplémentaires, veuillez communiquer avec nous par courriel a 'adresse photo@mccord-stewart.ca.

Dans le cadre de ses missions de conservation et de diffusion, le Musée procéde a la numérisation d’archives de sa
collection en vue de les rendre accessibles sur son site Web (http://www.musee-mccord.qgc.calfr/). Ces images ont
été mises en ligne dans le respect des législations liées aux domaines du livre et des archives (Loi sur le droit
d’auteur, Loi sur la protection des renseignements personnels dans le secteur privé et Loi sur les archives). Malgré
des recherches exhaustives pour retrouver les titulaires de droits afin d’obtenir leur autorisation préalable, certains
d’entre eux demeurent introuvables. Si vous constatez que la diffusion d’'un document porte atteinte a vos droits,
écrivez-nous a reference@mccord-stewart.ca.

P116 Clarence A. Gagnon Fonds

CONDITIONS FOR USING AND DOWNLOADING IMAGES

These digital images are free for non-commercial use. They may be reproduced, distributed and transmitted to the
public for research purposes only, under the following terms and conditions:

e Images used in a research project must be properly cited using the following format: Author, title of document or name of
object, date, McCord Museum, complete reference number.

e Images may not be modified, transformed or adapted.
e Images may not be used for commercial purposes without the prior permission of the McCord Museum.

For information on the conditions governing the commercial use of digital images, please see the "Photographic
Services and Copyright" section of the McCord Museum's Website. Should you have any questions, please email the
Museum at: photo@mccord-stewart.ca.

As part of its mission to preserve and disseminate, the Museum is digitizing the archives in its collection to make them
available on its Website (http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/). These images are being uploaded in accordance with
the laws governing books and archives (Copyright Act, Act Respecting the Protection of Personal Information in the
Private Sector and Archives Act). Although we have conducted extensive research to discover the rights holders to
obtain their prior permission, some could not be located. If you discover that the dissemination of a given record
violates your copyrights, please contact us at reference@mccord-stewart.ca.



http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/fr/services-photographiques-et-droits-auteur/
mailto:photo@mccord-stewart.ca
mailto:reference@mccord-stewart.ca
http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/photographic-services-and-copyright/
http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/photographic-services-and-copyright/
mailto:photo@mccord-stewart.ca
http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/
mailto:reference@mccord-stewart.ca

W- A% g
Ste, Pelrowille

e Brleans
Bueber.




v\ OVQAM(— MMOU\WS \«NW
QMQ/:\%MOJ\‘\,IN S shet e dowm ale

N ) ) Aregun u»eﬂv g "'
\L:biws)\/w 0\1‘—064”, lde, \?Wm YOl

W (ML\;.X?A.&“ oo e (o . :)Q“} aMS 2 e
o Mawd wonle .
R dare— Fas dee. ‘”wh
2 N S&ﬁm g




(1'91\'& '(re:«\-»% ;Lv (fgb ‘M)‘u\s o\,u-g\,
conduvs e . D& & Lo
Y‘*M S bare a Cdeo M&;\
"‘*”:"é”r S st we B sews valbos 436\4
w dowina s owa Shetel= ,Av(mkd»
\:\LQ. Cdre 26wl Tios «(,,,FN,_ R o&o\“m
G ol work TR $oealinmn
wol” cowducene o worda. THo S ath”
wuil- Jda M-Koﬂ Wl ebe @ G
M&La&.- Vo w cndl S N w o~
W d‘am )Q»‘-c,u./)ﬁ-( :'Q‘NLX’ MM/: '(;L’







- Oy
L€ AN LtX

P —

D ‘O ) —
Jao . o A Az e

) N
AN~ i%.;4'\§l=. )\ T -’;/{Q‘-“-«Luum‘a_




D »m,g f& }\)t\g_vw WMM o é o

b o Qonn ‘fi;% J ) 1 o Swas
(a0 4, oS el
Uale O . 2 Mo ~fecnss
T e SelT dhod I ’\LQWJ
S W. QMS il §9 W Nm
Condes et (S iy %M e e
@V CRE S Jb ot SR (Sﬂdcl
obs, Mo _L,g._gv Lo 5% v& T cap
Gdro k™ el )

,§ "“P»\,o"m.o., ure, &W*_, L!’j\ﬁ:— é—;—Q::m
SAaane. ?t\ Sen ;\,t) \'(Sm ~-€,_‘,‘VQA‘ W%’W

ST ey Tunfe

;9,/\&_ ONAnas

= /A AAAA)



w;\,u_ el “t‘ S allow (.,QA;
US4 Seew o Ve Dok,
AL O ponk U ath oo
oS Aedla kT ower sl allows
we G pade @ Dot crak W)GM

AN u\\Q/Qe—Q_, " oz A 64"‘ )
W e Q—v{’% O-C e & MWW
Oy Coorvael s b s

wery Receand Weweoias ) T



Art Gallery.
Montreal., Jan.26th 1921.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Your letter with cheque received to-day.
Many thanks. It is very kind of you to take any trouble
about my etchings. I greatly appreciate the interest you
are showing for my work.

As you will see we have not yet moved down to Baie 8t.
Paul and will not do so before another ten days in which
I hope all the cold weather will have spent itself., Then
I hope the mild sunny days of February will turn up and
allow the Good 0ld Sun warm my back while I paint. It
will as the old habitant once said allow me to put a third
coat of paint and make "ane bonne job"

We left Ottawa regrettingly and carried away with
us very pleasant memories of our stay-in " 0ld Bytown "
It gave us great pleasure to see you and meeting Mrs.
Scott; and evéen if we have to be "vaccinated we will
take another trip before long, sometime when your old

b}
city is framed in green foliage.

About the etchings, I am in no need of them presently,
so you can keep them for some time yet. If I should need
them I will let you know.

Tell Mrs.Scott that I recefived her letter,and that
I hope Master Skookum in the future will condescend to
pose for me again,thaf I am quite willing to forget all
the bad things that I said about him.

I hope we will have the pleasure of seing you both
again soon.

My wife joins me in sending kind remembrances to
Mrs.Scott and yourself.

Believe me Sincerely yours

(signed) 0Olarense A.Gagnon,




THE ARTsS CLUB LIMITED
51 VICTORIA STREET
MONTREAL
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1 .OQutremont. Feb. 2nd. 1921,
MONTREAL.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I am retutning the pamphlet you sent me
about Charles Keene's etchings.I think it a rather good idea
for you to get one of those etchings.Some of them could very
well be classed among the best etchings ever produced. I con-
sider no.ll the best,that is the one I have.It is a wonderful
study of character,and technically very fine.The head of the
old fellow is a perfect rendering of such .a type.It is magni-
ficently drawn, gave maximum of effect with minimum of lines.

Then would come no 8 - 13 - 2 - 4 -,The landscapes do not

come up to his figure work.

Kind remembrances from us both to Mrs.Scott and yourself.

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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August 28th, 1919. Ste.Pétronille,
. Ile d'Orléans
Québec,

My dear Mr.Scott,

It must have seemed somewhat strange to you
not to hear fepom éither of us. However I am quite willing to
furnish you with an alibi to prove that our would be indif -
ference is wokthy of an excuse. The fact is that we are still
anchored here. Our mail,with your letter,poem and photo was
only forwarded to us from Baie St.Paul only a few days ago.

We were indeed very pleased to hear from
you. My wife is more than delighted with her portrait and
consider it the more valuable on accounf of it being in the
auther's own handwriting. It is very kind of you to take any
trouble about looking up those recipes of Indian pigments, I
have an idea that LheJ might come in to some value for the
artists and craftsmen.

I have been trying to shake away the cobwebs
of laziness and have started doing some sketching but it will
take sometime before I get down to real work. This sanatorium
is not conducive to work. The sunset effects as you know al-
ways coincide with the dinner gong,which is too punctual.You
will say that is a wery poor excuse,but neveetheless it is
one. The multiplicity of meals make many @& -cut:intan artist's
inspiration. ,

In a week or two I shall be down &t Baie St.
Paul where I shall roam about the wilds in quest of game and
sub jects to paint, There is a constant fight between my gun
and my palette.Italways end by both winning out !!!

Mr.Walker has not been very well during the
last few days,He finds the nurse's orders too severe for him.
However he is all right again to day and down at work.

My stay here has done my health worlds of
good. I shall be able again to face the cold when I start a-
gain on my skis to hunt up snow pictures.

Thanks again for the photos,the enlargement
is very good.My wife wishes to be remembered to you and sends
you all her best wishes.

Hoping to see you sometime in the near future

Yours very sincerely
(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.




Baie St.Paul, March 18th. 1921.
Charlevoix,Que.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Thanks ever so much for all the information
you were so kind to look up for me about the " tomahawk ". I
forwarded them to Prof. Tragquair of McGill.

My wife wishes me to thank you also for the " Vanity Fair "
you sent her she says that it keeps her in touch with civili -
zation in this little quiet remote corner of the Laurentians,

The snow down here is plentiful,covering the fences,and ideal
for skiing. I have resumed my daily tramps and sketching. Colors

and artists materials we get now are very poor,and it more than

exasperates one to find himself so handicapped when such beéau -

tiful effects of light and color play around one.Artists will
have to toil away at the grinding stone if they want to produce
" du bon stuff ",

We stopped on nur way down a couple af days at the Jacques
Cartier Laédge on the Island . Mr., Walker was feeling fine. It
is rather an interesting experience crossing the ice-bridge
which runs from his place straight across to the mainland.Very
picturesque to see the caravan of " habitants " in their sleighs
going to Quebec,winding their way through this hummocked ice
surface.

The habitants here are going back to home made "stuff ". The
bread ovens are being rebuilt,and we hear around the song of

the spinning-wheel and the loom. The high cost of livinggdoes




not worry them very much. They can ralse and make everything
except pepper, salt and tea. Necesslity will restore a part
of the picturesque aspect that old Quebec had.

The photo of Skookum and his master are splendid.

I am exhibiting in the Spring Show of the Natlional Academy

of Design in New York a picture of " Habitant Sleighs wal -

" and have

ting in front of the church on a Sunday morning
just been elected a mamber of the Salmagundi Club, New York.

A word now and then from you would give us great
pleasure.

My wife joins me in sending best regards to Mrs. Scott

and yourself.

Yours sincerely

(Signed) Clarence A.,Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul. April 29th., 1921.
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr.Scott,

We both enjoyed your interesting letter,and to
hear that you and Mrs.Scott have been holidaying it over the
country. I would like very much to read that little piece of
French Canadian Homespun of yours that was put on by the Players
Club.If it is no trouble to you,could you send us a copy? My

wife is quite delighted at the 1dea of getting a copy of that

new book of verses of yours with her " portrait " in it. She

tells me to tell you to send her one, and she will treasure it
highly.
The picture thet was hung at the National Academy of Design,is

a French Canadian village scene. It is Sunday morning during the

n n

grand'messe all the sleighs with the horses covered with
bright coloured blankets are waiting in front of the Church: the
villagers are just beginning to come out of the church.

I note with pleasure that you found the Salmagundi Club interes-
ting. I was elected a member of it two months agoe. I was never
in the Players Club,but was often told that it is one of the
very few interesting clubs in New York.
I must thank you for finding an owner to that etching you men-

tion even if it be a sporting transaction. It certainly can be

as interesting a trophy as a silver cup.




The snow having all gone,I have let off skiing and painting
for gardening which I find very interesting. My wife says that
I will be able to raise pumpkins on a billiard.ball !

It was only a few weeks ago that I have found out after six
year% experimenting and analysing what is wrong with artist's
colour made since the beginning of the war.And what is most
satisfactory to me,is that I have also found out what to do to
make them just like the pre-war make. In future I shall grind
my own colors,and will not be fooled by these color-makers,
who rare after all nothing but chemists and artist who have
failed. They are in for profit and bother very little about
what the artist really needs.

As you.probably have seen in the papers my brother and my -
self( jointly) have been chosen with 16 others to go into the
final competition for the War Memorial Monuments to be erected
in France on:'the battlefields. The successful designs are on
exhibition in the Railway Room of the House of Commons.

When you are resting and smoking your pipe,will you think of
an inscription which is to over the door of the entrance to
this monument. You could find one for me,I would be very
grateful to you if an appropriate inscription could be found
for such a purpose. I would find a French translation for 1it.

My wife tells me to tell you that she more than enjoys the

"Vanity Falrs" you sent her,it keeps her mind qﬁite busy while

she 1s taking her air-cure, It allows her in this quiet place

to keep in toueh with civilization.
9 (signed) Clarence A,Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul, June 16th. 1921,
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr.Scobtt,

A trip abroad for you and Mrs.Scott will be most
pleasant and I regret to think that we wont be there at the same
time to go about Paris, I shall try and look up pensions and
hotels and send you the list in a few days. A good many hotels

since the war have changed hands,some do not exist any longer,

o~
and 1t is difficult thing to recommend a hotel in Paris nowadays.

If you happen to have some spare moments while in Paris dont
miss going to see the Musée Guimet, (Oriental antiquities), Musée
Victor Hugo, Musée Gustave Moreau, Maison de Balzac. Hotel de
Ville(mural decorations), Unilversity of the Sorbonne (mural deco-
rations'specially the one by Puvis de Chavannes in the grand
"amphitheatre" ). By asking and giving a tip to the caretaker,
he will take you around to see them. Also the Collection André,
on Boulevard Haussman. These are usually neglected by the average
visitor,but are most interesting to the art lover.

It is a most difficult thing to find an inscription for a
monument. It is very kind of you to look up one for me.

Among the seventesn successful competitors for the Memorial
Monuments in France,there is one particular one that is very fine
and original. If well carried out it find a place among the best
monuments in the world. But the idea is'nt all ,thpugh cubist
and extremists think it so. A master's thought must be carried

out by a master hand.




My garden is coming along fairly well considering the severe
drought,windy weather and insect enemies and the neighbor's
kitten. By the way my wife's cat " Miquette " has had a ter-
rible time to keep alive during this last month.By making use
of her nurse's science she managed to put her on her legs a -
gain.She started by having worms,followed by giving birth to
six kittens(for the first time!! ). Then some sort of poise -
ning,all in one month.Now she is convalescent and eat so much,
that my wife fears she may have a tape-worm! Skookum likes
catnip,but she wont have it.

I will now have to get busy for the final competition of
the Battlefield Memerial Monument. We shall my brother and

myself make a plaser model about five feet high.

My wife tells me that she enjoyed those " Vanity Fairs " you

sent her and wishes to thank you for her.
With all very best wishes for an enjoyable trip abroad

to Mrs,Scott and yourself from both of us.

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul. Oct, 13th. 1921.
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr. Scott,

You did have a nice long trip! I am
sorry to say I was never in Holland. The Vermeer you
write about I only know through reproductions,I am sure
it muat be a very fine picture if it is anything like
some Vermeers I have seen. The one you mention is so
unconventional if you compare it with other masters'work

of the same period. Faithful to Nature he was;he went at

the very best source of inspiration.

We had a most delightful summer down here. Beautiful
weather all along. I made a garden,and notwithstanding
the drought I was more successful than I expected. The
first garden I ever made,l had the fineat sweet peas, they
reached 8 3 ft. in height and are still blooming. I tried
a little of everything,as I wanted to learn.

I went up to Montreal at the end of Augusat to put the
finishing touches to the model of our monument for the
Battlefield Memorial,The Commission 1s rather late in
giving out the awards. Lucile spent about a week at Horatio
Walker 's and I joined her tiere on my way back from Mont-
real. He was quite disgusted with his garden this year, the

persistent drought spoiled the whole appearance of the

place. I saved mine by a system of irrigation of my own.




The " habitants " at first thought I was inventing something
new,and had very little faith in my system.3ut they soon :
changed when they saw the result.

I must say I appreciate very much all the trouble you are

taking with my etchings; I am sending you by registered mail

the two prints you asked " Canal du Loing,Moret." and " En

Novembre ". I did get the cheque for $55.00 just after you
left,I acknowledged receivng it. Very many thanks.

I am veryishort of proofs now especially of the two above,lIl
got those from my brother;he had a few prints of mine.

We have not yet made any plans for the winter; We intended
to go back to the studio in Paris in January,If we can
manage it we will spend a few days in Ottawa,before we sail,
and if we stay on in Canada,we would put it off till the
spring. Our last visit there was most pleasant,and we owe
you that pleasure. We enjoyed and appriciated very much all
the trouble you went to during our stay there.

We are both well,and look forward to seing you in the
near future.

With best regards to Mrs., Scott and yourself
from both of us,

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A. Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul Nov. 1llth, 1921.
Charlevoix, Que.
My dear Mr. Scott,
Yours of the 4th. received with two cheques,one
for Major Lanctot for $ 75.00 and yours for $5.00. Many thanks!
I greatly appreciate the trouble you are going té,with my etchings

I have just finished two canvases for the annual show of the

Academy which opens in Toronto on the 17th. One is a sunny

winter scene,and.thecother an autumn scene. I also sent some

things for exhibitlon at the Salmagundi Club,New York.

I feel more disgusted than discouraged at the way the awards
were made in the final competition for the Battlefields Memorials

In making these awards the Commission ignored most of the
regulations they have drawn for the competitors to follow. The
most ridiculous thing the Commission did was to give the seven
other monuments to one competitor to duplicate ,some of these
will be in sight of each other., To quiten the feelings of the
other unsuccessful competitors they sent each of them an hono-
rarium cheque of $300.00. I have sent back the cheque to the
Commission with a letter of protest;with the intention later on
of giving publicity to my protest. Politics played some strings,

Otherwise therevcould be no reason for the Commission to act
as it did. That will settle for good any more participation in
such competitions,anyhow for my part,I shall not bother any more.
Fooled once is enough ! If that is the way the Goverment in -

tends to encourage the Canadian artists,they will soon see them




cross the frontier,quite a few and some of the best are
now American citizens; and their work,best work is not

obtainable,

Lucile enjoyed the " Vanity Fair " very much especially

in this remote primitive Canadian country. She sends her

best regards to Mrs Scott and yourself

Yours very sincerely

( signed ) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul, Qet.Bth. 1925,
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I am going to take away one of my pictures
from you. I have been given such a short notice for the
British Empire Exhibition,that I barely have time to gather
some work. I have to take what I can collect nearest at hand

If it is not too much trouble will you do me the favor of
sending t¢o the National Gallery Ottawa not later than the
15th. of the month,the picture "Village Street,winter",the
one with the horse and sleigh. They will see about fitting
a frame to it. I should have had that notice of the exhibition
last May and I only received it two weeks ago. As most of
my latest work is in New York and not available,I will not
be able to send what I would have liked too.

It has been really very good of you to have taken any
trouble with those pictures and I am very thankful to you
for doing so.

I am going up to Ottawa with Horatio Walker the last week
of the month. We are to act on the jury to select the pic-
tures to be sent to the British Empire Exhibition,and I am
really looking forward to seing you agaings
- We have not moved from Bale St.Paul for nearly a whole
year. Now that I am grinding my own colors and preparing
\my own canvases Iam working hard. It is heavely to work
with good material. No more store good for me.

‘The garden was a success this year again,although every-
thing came on later than usual. We had an extremely dry and
cool summer,

Iy wife brought down from Montreal a companién for the cat
"Bouboule" a puppy bitch,cross -Pointer Airedale. She looks
as 1f she was going to be a good hunting dog. She and the
cat get along splendidly and eat in the same plate. She has
quite a maternal affection for him. My wife says,we ought
to get a parrot now! '

I have the habitants here working again on the looms, By
helping them with the color and design,they are turning out
moast interesting work and some of them carried off first
prizes at the Toronto Fair.

My wife jolns me in sending kind regards to Mrs.Scott
and yourself.

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.



(D o %*\’/?QML De
G P/\ CmQJ—/U‘O"\f ‘}\ML

A 1 Yoo N SceS

QB Kacx Sne s i

s teene S s

(e Loropr one 9 o~ (

B b oS U "\ Ot
'\mrl&/\.ﬂ_o’\ gxm SALRA . A’WW/QO——

AN *m«a

LB G

o ‘E Y S Q/\w
Qo —owa fne Rronis
Vv* ‘S ‘\) U}:o AAAF-OA ‘ :

"""i»)(;x.%’ ('LQ a. A 1{5
A e . Core

=




\»S‘N»M vt - w T C»\Q._
;/B .ao A/A.‘ oy N [\,\Q/Q) Wﬁ
uh‘ru,h,] L v M‘? O a&w«tL
._,(Pu\,\,_,_ (/{f\,\g,& Vi ’»L \AML. ‘{‘MJ
L o C ,-ve. v ’\’-v‘ o
P TR ARESL S S
)\ IV B ,,,/h,.., ‘{«g (Cathe, a VM—/}o
u)@ L g—ai;;m
: d(\ai"ﬁtz» . 00 oo - L M
Lhu« ek Co «/fp—cw § i.‘u M’\M—L&/\.
e A | %o R N VHDJ,»Q_. «—«:\JUL

——

C’YO 37 Tonads, de o WJ
S AU T SO PRV | ol
e S ae ) <o Q“"] ﬂ”‘”“’(
v dr v & Mace Raate, O'V‘
S P 3(W,\,,‘\,) Shoedle Sed «







Secth” condld Seo v@v\: fro Wigﬁ

\c“} fhoe ol yoda lore La B

' 3 e S Ul Yo Lo 'Y CA:&?A_; “' »
'\) v\:'\lzov NG < ’ Sl S

N : . X N,’AA‘M 3"‘0-‘/3 ;
vl/\p»\ »V\QL C (\ e, Caaa L DLLJA. U\}'eva.*
28 (*0,415 g‘;l,/(!\/\.(z, L ‘,._:V L (’&:4 (fm“& .
\'(LLL’ STy PPN (\A—E)M&A s Waa
S e ¥ ?(Nw-»d% (ﬁhﬂ/‘ ot
C - cde + v ‘u%
‘ Viovwae S Cenery -
C\\ew\ g\m\.SeSW_ V\\Mb\ MM/&‘W

~ v - A 0 ‘4 ¥
S{N :O\/u. ) (A S \{'1 Hnda' o Ll Jnn ‘»‘1\ -

W Riod Teaagal 3¢ lotrs by
o S Uppu e L ® |
O Rld \,kw&, B e SesW +

A
“\Mq% * Sae e “‘”"“K‘““r




Baie St.Paul Dec.4th. 1923.
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Upon my return here a few days ago I un -
packed the two looms you were so kind to send me. The lar-
ger one I put together alright,and they are both ready for
business. Lucile is quite anxious to try her hand at it.

She really kept the home fire burning alright while I was
away. The cat is as fat as a muff! The dog is in fine con-
dition quite to stand the cold winter blasts from the north.

The R.C.A.meeting in Toronto began by some strong
epithets but calmed down and everybody went away satisfied.

The older members of the R.C.A. realized that the time had
come to let in "some fresh air" whether they liked it or not.

The charter of the Academy will have to be changed and put
on a more democratical basis. It is to be brought up at the
next meeting. The next R.C.A.Exhibition will take place
in Ottawa sometime next fall. This time if I go up I shall
bring Lucile with me. Will try to give myself then a little
more time to see Ottawa. I would like to take a trip up
the Gatineau.

Mr.Walker is leaving the Island this week to spend the
winter in New York and Olive will go to Toronto. He is
closing his shop at the island.

As soon as I can lay my hands on a nice plece of homespun
I shall send it to you. I wish you and Mrs.Scott could see
the homespun I have had made here lately. I am sure you
would like them. I willsend you some samples,they will give
an idea of what is being done in that line.

With kindest regards to Mrs.Scott and yourself from
both Lucile and myself.

Yous sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.

Dear Mr.Scott,
Many,many thanks for the lovely plece of
Indian embroidery,.veseesee

(signed) Lucile Gagnon.
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Baie &t.Paul ' June 10th. 1924.
Charlevoix, Que.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Received cheque for etching. Many thanks.
Your choice was good as I consider that one of the Mont St.
Michel the best one I ever scratched.

I am very pleased to hear you admired the picture. It has
not that " little bit of sentiment " that the one with the
village street had,but for my part I prefer it to the other,

Upon my return here I found the "old paper" you sent
me. It is just the thing,and I appreciate it immensely.After
all I may get to etching sooner than I expected. I may have
to go back to Paris next winter to see about my studiojthere

‘are new rent laws overthere., If I dont go back and occupy
it I may be forced to give it up. I dont want to give it up
now,because I may never find another like it. I want to go
over some time when I have sufficient studies and documents.
to work up for two three years in my studio in Paris; and
at the same time give Lucile a change from this lonely coun -
try life.

Art over there wont rise again from the set back that the
war has given it for a generation at least to come.

Eventually I will settle around Baie St.Paul to carry on
the work I have planned for myself., I want to give up this
vagabond life,and build a small home of my own,with a garden.

By the way,I had a surprise visit last night.Pearson
(the architect) with two friends a Mr.Johnson and I think if
I can remember the name Colonel Adams of Toronto. They left
this morning for the mountains on a fishing trip. This
Johnston has a lake up in the mountain near where I got those
moose pictures. Pearson was greatly in favor of Vincent Massey
as a trustee of the National Gallery. If you anything more
about those appointments to be made,I wish you would keep me
informed about them.

I am enclosing those films you wished for.

The garden is coming on fairly well considering the weather.
Theres are a few spots of snow to be seen yet on the mountains.

Lucile joins me in sending both Mrs.Scott and yourself our
very best regards

Yours sincerely

(signed) Clarence A,Gagnon.
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Baie St.Paul Nov. 9th. 1924,
Charlevoix, Que,

My dear Mr.Scott,

I wish to thank you for sending the news-
paper reproduction,of apicture of mine at Wembley,published
in-a Boston paper.

My correspondence has been neglected of late. We have been
quite upset by the recent floods that nearly wiped off the
village of Baie St.Paul from the map. At present the villege
threatened with destruction at the next high waters. It
would cost over a million in works of all kinds to save 1it.

I cannot yet believe it,how such small steams can become
such terrific agents of devastation. I shall have a moment
to tell you about it when I take a flying trip to Ottawa
next saturday.the 15th. where I am to serve on the Jury of
the R.C.A. exhibition which is to be held in Ottawa this
year,as you probably know., Will also have to go up again on
the 21st. to attend the General meeting. Mr.Walker will
probably joln me on the 21st. as he is slated for the Council
this year. '

I have been handicapped with a sore foot all summer.Only
since the last two weeks have beenable to resume my wande -
ring over the hills,

I have been worling like a slave lately. Painting durlng
the day grinding colors at night,I shall be glad to take a
little trip again,it will oblige me to rest a little.

I hope you and Mrs.Scott are quite well,

Luclle joins me in sending you both our very best
regards.

Yours sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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Canadian Pacific

9 rue Falguiére Paris. S.3.Minnedosa

St.John's N.B. Dec.10th 1924.

My dear Mr.Scott,

A new law passed last August in France
obliges me to go and live in the studio or have to give
it up before the 1lst of January.:
We have been rushed off our feet since
I got a cable from Paris ten days ago.We are almost dead,
from the mad rush,and are glad to be on the boat and rest.
Needless to say that Lucile is pleased.
Prospects of a good voyage are in sight.
Calm sea,sunny weather,more like Octobre than December.
Aurevoir to'both of you,hoping to see
you both very soon over there. Expect to be over there a

year or two.
Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.

(enclosed aanote to Mr.Scott from Mrs.Gagnon)



DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL
OTTAWA

April 1,1925.

ly dear Clarence,=-

Herewith you will find a draft on the Royal Bank
for seven hundred and eighty-four francs. When I was in
Toronto the other day I sold two of the etchlngs for $42.00,
namely, "En Novembre!$30.00, and"Oxen Ploughing" ,$12.00.

I sold them to Vincent Massey. Are you going to print
any more etchings over there? If so, you might send me
another copy of "En Novembre" and another one of "Canal
de Ste.Pietro,Venice". I could also dispose of a copy
of the etching of the garden of the Seminary of St.Sulpice

in Montreals

I hope you and your wife are very well, and that
she is enjoying her life in Paris. Your dear old Baie St.
Paul got a heavy jolt the other day. We felt the earthquake
very distinctly here. What with floods and fires and earth-
quakes there will not be much left of the place by the time

you get back.

Walker spent a few days with us when he was on
the jury selecting the new pictures for Wembley. The day
that he left I went to Toronto to attend the Mendelssohn

Choir concertse

Please send me a letter almost immediately
acknowledging this drafte.

With kindest regards to your wife, I am

Yours s incerM/
Clarence Gagnon,Esq.,
9 rue Falguiere,
Paris, France. ncan C.Scott)
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Hotel Rubens,
Buckingham Palace Road,
London.

May 4th. 1925.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Your two letters enclosing cheques for
784 fcs.and 370 fes were forwarded to me here. Very many
thanks, It is most kind of you to have to this trouble with

my etchings.I appreciate it very much.

I came here two weeks ago to help Brown to arrange our
section of Fine Arts at Wembley. From what I have gathered
here and there amongst the artists over here,our Show did

" create quite a sensation last year,and is bound to meet

with the same success this year if not even more as the

. show 1s stronger than the last. The Tom Thomsons are very

. fine,I wished I had painted them! He 1s to me the greatest

Canadian artist that we have had so far. I wish I could
afford to gwn onejand I envy those that do own some; only
I fear some who own some of his work do not realize what
beautiful things they have.
Well I think Brown and myself have made a good job of the
hanging,as the show looks very well. I went around the
other day with Aitken,the director of the Tate Gallery,he
thinks that our section will attract more attention than
all the others together. The Australian one is very poor.
The Duke of York was in the galleries this morning,and
was quite interested in our Show,he seemed to take a good
deal of interest in one of Tom Tomson's picture. The private
view is to be on Friday and the opening of Wembley on satur=-

| day. I shall not wait over for the "Grand Opening"but will

rush back to Paris;I hate those grand "pow wows" anyhow.

Lucile did not come over with me she is too delighted for
words to be back in Paris again. Nothing will drag her away
fromm it.

The Decorative Arts Exhibition in Paris will turn out a
frost. At the opening a few days ago there was not a thing
to be seen in the booths. The buildings are not finished
and some will never be.

Went to see the Royal Academy show,a great lot of mediocre

| pictures. It is surprising to see such a falling off in the

quality of work by Orpen,Lavery, D.Y.Cameron,and others.
I enjoyed seing the Tate Gallery again. They have a lot

of new pictures and some very fine ones. I saw the Jacson

they bought;they have given it a very good place.
I fond my studio in awful state of disorder and filth.The
peaple who occupied it lefdt it like a pig-sty. They had no



o B -

respect for anything. We have been cleaning for the last
three months and there is a lot yet todo to it. Everything
has to be replaced or repaired. I was unable to work all
that time and received the notice of the Wembley, I was at
loss to rake up something to send. I went to work night and
day and painted in a few days: one large canvas and two
smaller ones, The large one is double the size of what T
usually paint them, Brown liked them very much better he
thought than I have done before. Now that T am settled in
my studio,I shall be able to work with less difficulties
than at Bale St.Paul,where I had to do without a studio,I
am going to start some new etchings very soon.

Poor Baie St.Paul it really has been sorely tried during
the last few years. I was surprised to find in Canadian
Building at Wembley a display of Canadian Handicrafts; the
display consisted mostly of rugs and homespun goods that I
has collected down at Baie St.Paul. It = really is too bad
that there is nobody down there to follow up what I had
started in that line of work. I had discovered for them
downthere a new way of weaving,something like the Nava jo;
/keeping to the characteristic French Canadian designs. To
‘'my great surprise while looking through yesterday at the

' ethnological section inthe British,I came ascross that same
- way of weaving done by the natives of New Britain inthe

South Seas of the Pacific. I am convinced that some very
interesting work can be had from that district of Baie St.
Paul,if it were encouraged the right way,and at very little
expense. The question is to wake up the right people to the
fact. Vhen they wake up it is too late. There are local ta-
lents down there that if the present stage goes on,will

never have a chiance to come to light.,

—TE———

Well I miss my garden very much,strolling around Hyde Park
on Sunday,with tulip primroses and the first rhododendrons
in bloom made me homesick. Lucile says that she is going to
get a box with some earth to play with incarcorner of the
studio. She misses her dog very much.That is the worse about
pets. One finds it so hard to part with them. In a way it is
better not to have any than to be obliged to leave them behind.

We have one consolation about our dog: we are sure it is in
very good hands.

I hope you are having an earlier spring than we are having.

The leaves are just beginning to come out here. The weather
has been wet and cold.

Give my very best regards to lrs.Scott,and wishing you the
best of luck,and everything else you may desire.

Yous very sincerely

( Signed ) Clarence A.Gagnon.



CANADA
OFFICE OF THE

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL
OTTAWA

March 2, 1926
My dear Clarence,=

I am inclosing herewith draft for $100.00 for
the following etchings:i-

Canal San Agostino Venice....... $25.00
En NovembrEssesescsoossccnsscccense 3000
Rue a Pont de 1'AAChEiesescscsse 25.00

Canal de StoPietI‘O, Veniceoooooc 20.00
100.00

When Eric puts through his purchase for the
gallery, I shall have some more money to send you. He
states that there will not be very much more delaye. If
he takes all the prints that he has it will amount to quite
a sum. Shall I send it to you by draft on Paris, or would
you prefer to have it placed to the credit of your bank
in Montreal. I have someone who is interested in the
painting "Baie St.Paul®. You never put a price on this
picture. Would you kindly do soes I intimated that I
thought it might be $600.00 or $700.00, but I might have
made an understatement; I hope note. '

We should like very much to hear from you and
Lueille. Your Christmas card arrived and was much appreciated.
We have both been pretty well this winter, and the season
has been a fine one; no extreme cold, and very little snow
until the last week, when we are nearly being deluged with it.

Yours ever sincerely,

Clarence Gagnon,Esqe.,
9 Rue Falguiere,
Paris, France.
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9 rue Falguiére Paris, March 25th 1926.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Yours of the 2nd to hand enclosing cheque
for 5100.00,Many thanks I aporcciate immensely the trouble
you are giving yourself with my etchings. .

To-day the first real warm spring weather
we have so far had,March was quite cold. The familiar haze
which lazily enveloned Paris to-day,is a sign of spring.
The first rhododendrons are in bloom;and the tulips are
pushing out of the ground. In a little while the migration
of tourists from the other side of the pond will land on
Paris 1like locust. I do not see how you will be able to re-
sist the temptaticn to come over again,and be'cheered up"
Our friend with red checked shirt who gave h... to his af-
finity one night we all enlivened the "Dome" by our pre-
sence is by the way Mister Kisling one of the @Great of the
Greatest of Lamas of the Horde of Montparnasse. I would
rather have a square foot of his shirt,than a square foot
of his paintings, ' :
Ve passed ourselves to-day at the Salon
des Independants with the Lanctot ménage. He soon found out
that there was more independence than Art. The whole show
looked like a debate in French parliament,which spent three
hours discussion about "baby soothers" instead of balancing
the budget. They may next month have fo.roegk those starving
babies! The Socialists are trying to pass a bill to tax
all foreigners 25% on their hotel bills of 35 francs a day
and above. The hotel proprietors are kicking like mules,

saying that they find it hard enough to collect 2 bill that
~is owed to them,they will find it harder to collect when it
is not owed. Thelr role’ of host is incompatible with that

of tax collector. The tax is supposed to be imposed on thase
foreigners who are liable to income tax. Should they not be
liable to income tax,when they are back in thelr own coun-
try,they can have their money refunded. It would be awful
funny, it was not so awfully complicated! No wonder,I
believe the coils of a Frenchman's brains are said to go
from Paris to Mars,and back agaim to the Chambre des Députés.

The fiscal trains between the Chambre des "Disputes" and

D o Q inec
the old Fosslls of the Senate are running well, supplementary




trains are being put on to handle Briand's tons of pulp hot
air! La vie esat belle !

Lucile has rediscovered her stamp album,and has
got it bad. I suspect it was a trick to dig into my old love
letters. Rather dissappointing to her,as I had discarded all
the envelopes,I had at the time enough to carry the letters
with me,that I could not be weighted down with the stamps. So
she tells that you must have been more conservative,in this
matter.Now that the usual spring cleaning is due in your old
love letters,not to forget to keep the sbamps for her! She
says she hopes you had a girl in every poORGL

I dont know if I ever told you about a book I am
working on just now. I have allowed myself ‘to be tempted in-
to illustrating a book,which had a great success here,"Le Grand
Silence Blanc" by Frederic Rouquette a story of Alaska in the
style of Jack London,greatly inferior in every way to London's
work. As I am given absolute carte-blanche about it,I am doing
it as an experiment. There will 75 illustrations wood blocks
in color,printed by the best printer in Paris,on the hand
press,edition will be limited to about 200 copies by subscrip-
tion. I think it is already all suscribed for by now. This
experiment will give me insight into the way of publishing
artistic books. Later,I shall take up on my own account the
task of illustrating and publishing books like "Maria Chap-
delaine" or Doctor Drummond's' poems. Do you remember,one spe-
cial artist by the name of Schmidt whi had some very beauti-
ful work at the Decorative Arts Exhibition &n the way of il-
lustration. I met him,he is considered the best printer in
artist,and the publisher for whém I am illustrating my book,
will let me have Schmidbt as my printer. I could not do such
work under better conditions. The decorations accompanying
the illustrations in my book,shall be in the style of the de-
corations from the "totem poles" and eskimo craft. I have
been reading and looking up a good deal about Alaska and the
Pacific Coast. I got so interested,that my trip when I get
back will be up there to Alaska. If you know of any good books
on the subject,or where I could some photos about 1t,I would
be pleased if you could give me a list of them.

If anything should materiaslize about the sale of etchings
to Eric,please send me the chegue in dollars,not in francs,
one wants: to keep away from francs just now.

You mention about someone being interested in the painting
"Baie St,Paul" You dont mean the one that is hanging in your
dining room. That one is not far sale,I am keeping thet one
for you. It is very difficult for me to tell whether the price
you mention is the right one,as I do not know which picture
you mean, When I hear from which picture you mean,I shall b
able to let you know about:the price. ‘ :

e were both delighted to receive the poem you sent us for
Christmas,of course we could not split it up,and Lucile got
the lion's share all right. '

Kindest regards to Mrs Scott and yourself from both of us
Sincerely yours, (signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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9 rue Falguiére Paris June 26th. 1926.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I was very sorry to hear about your dear
" Skookum " and Lucile says she can sympathze and understand
you both not wishing for any more pets. She has not forgotten
her dog. Erc said yesterday that Skookum decided for another
world as he had no more extremities left to freeze. About a
week ago a Canadian friend of ours sent us a pet as a gift,she
could have thought of something else than a parrot. She thought
it would be very decorative in a studio. A stuffed one allright
but a live one,0h No, nothin' doin ! I passed it on to my con-
cierge,who is crazy about it.

The Browns left for London to-day after spending a few days in
Paris. They took a three week's trip to Italy with Dorothy
Buhler," Entre nous " the Buhler ménage "ne vas plus". All these
international matches turn out badly. Amongst our friends I have

not seen one yet that has been a success.

At last Spring has come.The sin is showing himself,but we still
have to cling to pur spring coats and furs. The tourist season
is in full swing. Practically impossible to get hétel accommo-
dation. All the big stores and dressmakers are selling their
goods on gold basis. Prices of these have more than doubled since
last year at the same date.

Cailleaux has come back in the political arena,I doubt very much
if he will do any better than his predecessors. The problem could
be solved in a second if the French would only industrialize their
State monopolies. It would take a bigger man than Mussolini to
do that.

The first proofs of the first blocks for my Alaska book came
from the printer a few days ago. They have come out much better
than I expected,I hope the printer willbe able to turn out prints,
equal to my proofs. I see a full year's work ahead of me on that
book. We also have the workmen bothering the life out of us.They
are making a new chimney,so we are in soot and plaster.Something
was wrong with the old one,carbonic gas was escaping through
some crcks in it. All winter we were bothered by this gas and we
could not trace the cause until about a month ago. I see where
my headaches of last winter came from.

I gave Eric a book called " Les Monparnos " all about our friends
of the Dome. Tell Mrs.Scott to get Eric to give it to her to read.

She will have great fun in reading it.

I have been very suecesful with the monotypes,I did.last year

I had them on exhition here at the Devambez Gallery in the "Salon
de 1l'Araignée" a group of modern French artist,I was invited to
exhibit with them. Eric likes them very much,and has taken a set
of seven of them along with him. I want to do some more,and I




like the process very well,

I have been trying to find out the price that I had on the
picture you mention that Senator Hardy might want. I dnt think
it is $700.00. It is more likely to be $500,00. I cannot find
any record of the price I have put on it. I have an idea it is
that price so we will set it at that price, $500.00.

I got a chegue from the National Gallery,and many thanks to
you for 1it.

I hope you will both have a very enjoyable summer. Whith
very kind regards to Mrs.Scott and yourself from both Luclle
and myself

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A,Gagnon.
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Murren, Bernese (Oberland. Sept. 24th, 1926.
Switzerland

My dear Mr.Scott,

Before I left Baie St.Paul I had a woman at
work on a hooked rug from a design of mine. Flood and earth-
quakes upset the poor woman so much,that she only resumed her
work onthe rug last spring and she sent it to me this summer.

It is really well done,and asked her to make a duplicate of 1it.

I thought it might interest you. It was intended as exhibition
work for the Handicrafts Society of Montreal,But I find it too
good for them,and would rather give you the opportunity of getting
it if it should interest you. If you do not caré for it just
send it on to the Women's Art Association,Toronto,and tell
them that it comes from me. They will understand,as they were
always very anxious to get whatever handicrafts goods I could
send them from Baie St.Paul.

We have been vagabonding in Savoy and in the Bernese Oberland
since the 10th. of August and enjoying it immensely. Our hotel
here 1s at an altitude of 5000 ft. overlooking the valley of
Lauterbrunnen,and the Jungfrau. Like it better than the valley
of Chamonix. From my bed I can see the sun rising over the
jungfrau. I t did not take me long to get the use of my Baie
St.Paul legs. I roam all over the country sketching and climbing.

It feels so good having been confined to my Paris studio for
nearly two years;Far better than the " Dome".

Traveling here is dearer than in France,but you get more for
your money,and the place is not overcrwded by tourists of all
sorts like French resorts. At Annecy in August we could not
find any accomodation anywhere,and had one night to sleep in an
empty side-tracked car at the station,about fifty tourists had
to join us. We were lucky even to get a car at such a small
town ststion. It was everywhere the same.So we came here,and did
appreciate the comfort and cleanliness of the Swiss hotels.

Tramping around here makes me feel as I were at Baie St.Paul.
We had perfect weather all along. I am not anxious to return to
my ‘Paris studio,this life suits me fine. It wont be long before
I come and spend a winter here. The Swiss are a wonderful people

Its marvellous i.the way they have electrified thelr railroads,
what a difference with the French railroads. Around Gstaad, the
country 1is just a beautiful park,and wonderful roads for motoring.

We both hoped that you and Mrs.Scott had a very enjoyable
summer.

#ith very best regards to both from Lucile and myself.

Very sincerely
( signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.

P.S. The price of the rug is y 15.00, the money can be sent to
Mme .,Hermel Bolduc. Baie St.Paul. Charlevoix. Que.
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9 rue Falguiére Paris, Feb. 1llth. 1927.

My dear Mr.Scott,

!

You may not wish to forgive me but you will
have to for the delay in thanking you for your Christmas gift
of your "Book of Poems" which both Lucile and myself prize
immensely.

I have taken up so much,that I can never managed to get to
bed before two in the morning. Just before Christmas we had
the studio done over. We have just finished putting things back

as they were The New Year Holidays we both spent in bed with
bronchitis,and Lucile has not yet guite got over it yet. In
the mean time I had my publisher pulling at my coat-tails for
the illustrations of the book. Also the organigation of our
Canadian Exhibition here in April. It was not always smooth
sailing to do so. I had to put up with Eric Brown's constant
fear of the old die-hards of the R.C.A. and the red tape of
the " Administration des Beaux Arts" here. All thréugh my
negotiations with the French Government I had my own way.There
is only one way with such officialdom: it is to act and let
them deliberate after. By the time this letter reaches you
Eric will have sailed with the pictures. I have asked him to
bring along with him some of the Facific Coast Indian carvings
specially the ones in black slate like you already have, Eric
will hwvw seen you about them. The director of the Luxembourg
Gallery is particularly anxious that we include some 1in our
exhibition. We are going to make a retrospective display of
both Thomson and Morrice's pictures,

I met Mr. and Mrs Vincent Massey when they were here
last. He was much interested about our exhibition over here
and said he would do all he could for its success.

A special number of the revue " L'Art et les Artistes"
on Canadian Art with twenty illustrations is coming out just
before the exhibition. The magazine is published under the
supervision of Armand Dayot,which I know very well. He is the
Inspector General of Fine Arts over here,and was particularly
interested with our exhibition at Wembley. Would you mind
letting me know if there is 2 book store thet would:dispose
of some coples of this Special Number. It would mean a good-
deal for Canadian Art,as the magazine is one of the two best
ones dealing with Art over here.

I do not seem to be able to find time to do any pain-
ting,and yet I am anxious to do something new for this show.

I have hundreds of pictures in my mind I would like to carry
out




Yesterday I had the visit of a young trapper who has just arrived
in Paris to study Art.de has spent some fteniyears up by the
MacKenzie delta. He is particularly anxious to learn to paint and
draw as he is dieing to put on canvas all what he has seen up on
the Barrens. I hope he has something in him besides his great en-
thusiasm. He is going to bring me some of his work tomorrow to
show me. If he should have any talent,he might give us something
later on that could be tremendousiltyvintesresting,and which has not
been done yet on canvas. ¥e never can tell,he might turn another
[homson. I am very anxious to see what he has done so far.

There is a young lontreal girl by the name of Lily Freéman who
has beensent over here by her uncle,who by the way lives in Ottawa.
She is only 21 and has already developed quite a personality,
Armand Dayot whom I have already mentioned has seen her work and
met her. He thinks thet she has a great talent,she is extremely
serious about her work. I am convinced that if she is allowed to
go her own way,that we will see very interesting work from her
brush. The whole thing is to keep meddlers away from her.

Yesterday while the young trapper was telling me about his de-
sire to become an artist,a messenger came from the office of this
Art magazine "L'Art et les Artistes" to show me proofs of the
article on Canadian Art; he seemed to show a great deal of interest
in the illustrations. He told ms he had been in the @Gold Rush of
1897 in the Yukon,and started a conversation in gnglish with my
young trapper,they both had covered the same ground and he sprang
all the Yukon slang,and they spoke about people they had known
up there. Really the world is terribly small after all.

Things are pretty dull all around over here just now. There is

a great deal of unemployment,the risins franc has caused an exodus
of foreigzners. The big stores are doing very little business.The
hotels are practically empty. No wonder,the cost of living has
reached 16% above the world's levels. They are worsé off than
they were when the dollar was at 35 francs. The American and En-
glish tourist will becthe only ones to patronize i'rance this sum-
mer; and a grest many of them especially the English will flock
over to Switzerland,so will we,also where we can get some real
milk and real coffee and real bread.

Lucile has her father over here now. She joins me in sending
you and Mrs.Scott our best love. :

Yours very sincerely
(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
P.S. I enclose a notice of the article I spoke about. ¥ou

"would be very kind if you could call the attention of 2 book-
seller to it.
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Hotel Hirschen Brunnen, den Oct.l9th. 1927.
Brunnen.,

My dear Mr.3cott,

T am still the " incorrigible " correspondance 1is
a nightmare with me,and I have to apologize every time for
delaying answering to your good letters,and the draft you sent
me last August for the etchings. Many thanks. The Canadian Exhi-
bition in Paris took a good deal of my time,I dont regret it
because it was an artistic success. Canadian Art did better tThan
the Dutch and Argentine Exhibitions. Critics still refer to it.

As soon as our show was over, I got to work and finished the
j1lustrations for "Le Grand Silence Blanc".The publisher is very
pleased with them. The book will come out sometime around Xmas.

It is already almost all suscribed for. This kept me in Paris
till end of August;when I took a bee-line for this country. The
weather in Paris was rainy and cold,it was far from being perfect
heepe. e have been vagabonding in the Engadine where the painter
Ségantini did his best work. To me it is wonderful,somewhat re-
minded me of Baie St.Paul. the peasants are much like our " ha-
bitants" We find here blueberries,rag rugs,catalogne,maple trees
(without the sugar) and"lots of churches" and all that goes with
it " dirt and varmint". We stayed most of the time at an average
altitude of 5000ft. until the snow drove us away. Then we went
in the Oberhalbstein and Albula Valleys,both very interesting.
Very Italian in character. From there into the Linthal,in the
Toedi group of mountains;Quite different from the others German
Swiss section,clean and properous;and last year on the Lake of
Lucerne. We went and paid tribute to-day at William Tell,statue
at Altdorf. The autumn although higher in colouring than in France
does not in mnyway compare with our Canadian scenery,I did quite
a lot of walking going through quite a few of the mountailn passes.

The Klausen pass connecting the lake of Lucerne with the Linthal
Valley is a beautiful trip;also the Julier Pass.Wonderful motor
trips in the Engadine.Roads are better than in France.

I was glad to get away from Paris,I needed the the change badly;
and I dont look forward to returning to the studio in a Week or
two. I am in good trim for the Rockies,which I hope very mwch. to
see. The next time I go home, I intend to take a long trip to the
West Coast right up to Alaska. I wont be happy until I get there.

Talking of Ségantini,no artist ever painted Alpine scenery
like he did. One must see the Engadine to a=appreciate him. There
are three beautiful large pictures of his &n St.Moritz in the
Ségantini Museum.He had a short career,died at 41;:but what he pro-

duceg is very complete. Alpine scenery is very difficult to paint.
The intense light and clearness of the atmosphere is baffling to



an artist. One must live a life time and make a thorough study
of the country before turning out a picture. ,

.U The flowers in the gardens and wildflowers are so much more
beautiful and brighter in colours than in the plains. I have
never seen such large blooms anywhere,Flowers off all kinds
seem to bloom all summer,right into November.

We expect you both next Spring,we shall find another café
besides the " Café des Omnibus " of Montmartre.
Ottawa will be quiet next summer,you had better come over.

With love to you both from Lucile and self

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.



DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

DUNCAN C. SCOTT
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL

OTTAWA February 11, 1929.

Dear Clarence,-

I am mcloomL herewith the original of a
Bill of Exchange for $535.00 in your favour. This is
to pay for the oil pa 1nt1n of Baie St. Paul, $500.00,
”hlcﬂ has been purchased by the Honourable A. C. Hardy,
and $35.00 for a print of Mont St. Michel I sold the
other day. Senator Hardy has never lost the idea
that he wanted to have this picture. The other night
he was at dinner in the house and was telling us,after
the ladies had retired, of some successful stock specula-
tion, and I said "You had better buy that picture of
Gagnon's now", and he said "Well, I will". I hope
you will be pleased. He has some beautiful pictures,
and he has hung yours in a very good place and has a
special light for it. Would you sign the inclosed

eceipt and send it to me at your convenience.

I have to go out to British Columbia towards
the end of this month on an important business trip,
but I am not lcoking forward greatly to the long railway
Journey. I shall have to go alone as lirs. Scott does
not feel inclined to take the journey again. As I told
you, we were in British Columbie last summer. We are
having a rather pleasant winter. Eric Brown has his
usual Canadian picture show om but there is not a very
great deal of interest. I think that two canvases of
Lawren Harris are worthy of praise. He is painting
mountain forms with some spiritual intention at the back
of it all, it seems to me. I wonder if you would like it?
A young painter called Pepper has one of the best pictures
in the show.

I should like to hear from you soon. Always
my best wishes to you both.
Yours sincerely,
Clarence A. Gagnon, Esq.,
9, Rue Falguiere,
PARIS, FRANCE.
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9 rue Falguiére ' Paris, Feb.27th. 1929.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I was just going to write you to thank
you for Mrs.Scott and your Xmas good whishes; when your
letter of Feb.llth arrived with cheque for $535 for the
sale of the picture and etching.Many thanks. It is ex -
tremely kind of you.

We were gquite interested to hear of
your trip to the Goast. I think by the time we cross a-
gain to Canada,we will know enough about motoring to
try a trip to the coast,I am looking forward to such a
trip. What worries me is that I shall not be able to do
it whithout "trespassing” on the grounds of the Group
of the-Beven Wonders " of the World, I might call on Mr.
Housser,Lawren Harris's brother in law and get a transit
visa with the promise of keeping" hands off the real
North".

The cold has had a fiérm geip here ever
since New Year,and no gsign of letting off. So far we
have both been keeping well and warm.

By the way did you see the book I illus-
trated "Le Grand Silence Blanc" Eric has a copy so has
Phillips, the American Minister. Have a look at it,gand let
me know what you think of it. It was quite a success,all
sold out. But I had no end of trouble about it with the
printers and colorists and I made up my mind I would not
illustrate another. But the editor and the Quebec Govern-
ment got after me to do "Maria Chapdelaine” but with con-
ditions to suit myself. That I would do the book as if it
were for myself;that I would take all the time I needed
for doing it. That I wpuld choose the printer myself,and
the best one to be had.That the originals would remain
in my possession. So we are now at work making trials at
different printers.There is a very good one if I can get
him,I think we shall be able to turn out a good book. It
will take at least two years to do. The suscription price
of the "Silence Blanc" was 300 fcs. A copy came up at the
sale of a book-lover's collection at the Hotel Drouot it
fetched 1000 fcs. The publisher since wants me to illus-
trate several other books concerning Canada,but "Maria




Chapdelaine" will be the last.It is too difficult to get
from the printers what one wishes; besides I prefer to give
myself entirely to painting. A painter has no one to depend
on except himself.

ie were at the opening of the Luxembourg gallery to view
the transformation. They have transferred all the Impression-
nists to the Louvre,and replaced them by works from the Ultra-
Modern School. Protests and complaints are coming in thick,
not only from conservative art lovers,but also from the shop-
keepers around the gallery including the mayor of the arron-
dissement.The latter claims that the Museum with such bad
stuff will lose importance and will cause them to lose busi-
ness,as the "habitués" of the luxembourg will cease to come,
as all their favorite pictures will have gone. After a visit
to the Louvee and the 0ld Masters to see those Moderns of
the Luxembourg,l wonder how many of these will hang on the
walls of the Louvre three hundred years hence. Besides the
weeding that Time will make,most of these through poor pig-
ment and disregard of painting will have gone into dust.

We are looking up the map of Europe to see
where we will go this summer. We probably will motor to
Belgium,Holland through Northen Germany cross over to Norway
.and Sweden,where I intend to do a little work. I want To see
Putch and Flemish Art. Why dont you come over,we can arrange
a trip somewhere. What a joy it is to go wandering about,
without having to think of the hours of trains. Go where you
like,stop as long and when you like.

: We certainly enjoyed the Tyrol,the Black Forest
the Italian lakes, Switzerland,and Central France:the Perigord
and Auvergne,were a revelation to me. It really cannot be

seen by any other way than by motor car,amd a great part of

it is 8till unknown to the tourist. You would enjoy that

part of France. Mrs.Coté,whom you met with us in Paris,came
with us ,half of our trip of 22000 kilometres.She is fine

to travel with.

I hope we will see you both here in the Spring,
in the meantime give our very best regards to Mrs.Scott.

With best wishes to you both from both Lucile

and myself.

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.




DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

DUNCAN C. SCOTT
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL
OTTAWA

May 10, 1929.

Dear Clarence,=-

I am inclosing herewith a cheque
for $600.00 for one of your pictures which I sold
to the Quebec Government. I call it the "Pig
Picture" because of the defunct porker that is
hanging head downwards before the barn. I hope
you will be satisfied with the price. As you
priced the "Baie St. Paul™ at $500.00, the one
I so0ld to Senator Hardy, I thought I could add

another hundred dollars.

Yours faithfully,
] ’ 4

M) ﬂ/ 4 . :
Yo 12227 2 LAY,

Clarence A. Gagnon, Esqe.,
9, Rue Falguiere,
PARIS, FRANCE.
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9 rue Falguiére Paris, Dec. 16th. 1929,

My dear Mr.Scott,

Yours of Dec.2nd arrived this morning
Many thanks for the cheque of #105. I apologize for my
impardonable neglect to aknowledge the receipt of draft
for 600 you sent me last spring. I intended to do so
after writing you about dear Mrs Scott. Someway or other
I failed to do so. I was under the impression that I had
written you about it. I am extremely sorry if did worry
you at the time. You really cannot realize how much I
appreci ate the interest you have shown to me since I
have had the pleasure of knowing and how much I value

your friendship.

We only got back from our trip to Scandinavia a few weeks
ago,absolutely delighted with Narway and Sweden. It wont
be long before we go there again.It was jolly time we got
away our Citroen car would now be sealed up for the winter
in some remote corner of Norway.

In the middle of October about 300 kilometers west of
0slo in Telemark,a regular old fashion Canadian snow
strom held us up in the mountains for three days. With
chains we ploughed our way through to the main highway w.c
where snow ploghs had kept the road open. We shifted to
Southern Sweden and did some exploring of Scane,which is
more like the Quebec country than Quebec itself,I could
not believe gy own eyes! Sweden is exactly like our Lau-
rentians with more forests and lakes. But Norway is great,
unfortunately there are few roads which reach the wonder-
ful mountains wastesi. One hadé frequently to put the car
on the steamer to connect one fjord with another. Some of
the mountain lakes are far more beautiful then the fjords,
and put of the reach of theusual cruises along the fjords,
and also of the railroads which are few in Norway. The
Norweglan roads are very narrow and difficult.The mountain:
passes in the Alps are child's play in comparison to some
of the Norweglans roads. e had at times some very rough
going;We went to the 1limit of the roads,200 miles of Trond-
hjem; they are no more roads north of it. All traffic..north
is done by boat. From there:we crossed into North Sweden
over a vast plateau of tundras above timber-line,driving
through herds of reinfileers No place Spea car to breakdown.



———— ———

Even in central Norway there is a vast part mountain waste
as wild as the @roup of Seven would wish Itrto be. The Norwe-
gians remind me very much of the Scotch. What a joy it is to
go through a country without seing a gendarme, No beggars,no
hawkers. Everybody:'minds his own bysiness.Where there 1s 100%
honesty and cleanliness. Fishing is free all over the country
and good fishing also. I had my rod always ready on the side
of the car,and would here and there in some fine pools.So we
had the trout right on the spot in the frying pan,with blue-
berries and fresh cream.Real cream not that thick pasty sour
cream one gets in Paris. One day we would be having our lunch
on the banks of a beautiful dark color mountain tarn,the next
day we would be having it on a bed of reindeer moss in the
middle of mountain plains with a receding horizon of snow
capped mountains and glaclers. Then the next day we would
have it in the shade of fruit trees facing the fjord and
watching the fishermen pulling the nets with thousands of
silvery herrings. The color of the autumnal tints of the
foliage rival ours. There is the same spirit of freedom in
Norwaym that we find in Canada. Lucile is in love with Scan-
dinavia,so is Mrs Coté who came us and whom you met here some
years ago at the Café du Dome. .

Our mileage this summer was 19450 kilometres. After leaving
Paris in July we made Belgium,then Holland,North Germany,Den-
mark across to Sweden. Belgium did not interest me very much,
except Bruges. I prefer Holland,it has far more character.
Enjoyed the Ryks Museum at Amsterdam. Rubens big stuff gets
on my nerves.He had too many people who worked for him. I
nearly went crazy over the Rembrandt,Vermeer,TerBorch,Nicolas
maes, Franz Hals and Metsu. We slall never again see such
technical perfection in painting. Thoae Dutchmen had said
the last word! The Scandinavians except a few do not seem
to have geasped the real characteristics of their respective
countries,and their modern artists are all doing the Montpar-
nasse stunt stuff. Belgians and Dutch also.

We had a good look at Dalecarlia,visited Zorn's studio at
Mora at lake Siljan. Zorn simply did not get itl Dalecarlia
is very picturesque and characteristic. No Swedish has yet
understood it. The influence of the French School led them
astray.They have not a snow painter worth mentioning.On the
other hand Decorative Arts and Handicrafts is of a much
higher standard than the French. The new City Hall in Stock-
holm is a masterpiece of Modern Architecture.

I was particularly anxious to see the Folk's Open Air Museum
in Stockholm,where old peasant houses were brought and set
up again,with the worn fittings and used furniture,costumes
in-a large park right in the center of the town.They have
broughtithere churches,wlndmills,evenaa Lapp villagej;inclu-
ding a %Zoo with the wild animals of the country. The diffe-
rent houses are by peasants in the national costumes. Its a
wonderful reminder of the many generations that have lived
and worked in the houses,that have suffered there and...dled.



These peasants houses are being kept there both in their
inner and outer features characteristics taking us back a
thousand year or more. I wish we could get our people in
Canada interested in a similar undertaking. We could for
instance in suitable surroundings near Quebec get a piece
of ground,and bring there old habitant houses and churches
etc. which are threatened with destruction.These would make
a wonderful background for Folklore Festivals. If the Swedes
could do it,we also can do it. It must be done right away,
while the material is still available. All the important
towns in Sweden and Norway are working up their Folk's Mu-
seum. Stocholm started the ball rolling,Denmark is starting
also,and several are being planned in Fngland. We have es-
tablished National Parks for birds and animals why not for
old peasants houses,barns,churches and mills.

I wish you could see what they have done in Stockholm and
Oslo,you would be tremendously interested. Could you not in
Ottawa get somebody interested in such a movement. A museum
of that kind with the material we have in Quebec and Indian
stuff,would make Americans rage with envy. It would cost
much less than crowding in marble built museums monotonous
collections of endless rows of Indian spear heads and fossils.

I shall send you an English transiationrof a book called
" the Northen Museum " The Historical and Ethnographieal De-
partment of Skansen" which will give a very good idea of
the Folk Museum in Stokholm. A

I am at work on the illustrations for "Maria Chapdelaine"
I hope my printers will not dissappoint me;I have the best
man for the reproduction of my illustrations that can be had.

Wiould you mind telling me which picture you sold to
Senator Hardy. I can not see which on it can be you sold
for that draft of $600.00. .
Lucile joins me in sending very best regards,and wishing
you all kinds of good things for the New Year.

Yours very sincerely

(signed) Clafence A.Gagnon.
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.9 rue Falguilére : Paris this 4th of March, 1930.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I must have written you sometime ago about
a young trapper who came to Paris two years ago to study
Art. With practically no funds and beset by handicaps eaf
all sorts he was able to pull through his studies here for
two good years. I do not think that I am making a mistake
in saying that he will become a greater artist than Tom
Thomsén. He ignored the -art schools,because after a month
here,he could draw better than any of the masters who were
teaching him. The Louvre was his"school"le was intelligent
enough never to make a copy of the old Masters he admired.

He has understood them perfectly,and did not take long to
see .the "farce" about Modern Art. The " call of the Wild "
is getting the best of him,and he has made up his mind to
return to the Barren Lands where he came from,to resume his
trapper's life and to paint what he had been dreaming of
for years up in the Delta of the MacKenzie. I shall miss
him very much,but I am delighted to see how happy he feels
at the thought of his returning to his old haunts again.

I have asked him on his way back to make a stop in Ottawa
and to go and see you. I dont know anyone who deserves more
to be encourage than he. He is the kind that will never
ask for anything. I hope he will overcome his shyness and .
go and see you. Anything you could do for him will be
greatly appreciated. He intends to go and live among the
Indians,and paint them. He was always ao very friendly
terms whith them. He would be just the right man to send
whith exploration work in the Artic or etnographical work
amongst the Indians and Esquimaux. Marius Barbeau would
I should think also be interested in meeting him. Dick
Finnie knows him well, they were %ogether in Paris for
several months. You might be able to arrange something
for him,as he also intends to ask for permission to make
some studies of wild animals in the National Parks, The
Inspector of Fine Arts,here and the Conservateur of the
Luxembourg are most enthusiastic about his work and have
taken particular interest in him. So I hope René Richard,
better known as ! Slim " the trapper will not fail to call



on you when he goes through Ottawa around the end of
March. ; '

I am anxiously waiting for the first proofs
of the illustrations of " Maria Chapdelaine " It will
take at least two years before it comes out.

I regret that I did not purchase copies of the "Grand
Silence Blanc " I illustrated two years ago. One copy
came up for sale last month at the Hotel Drouot, it
fetched 2800 fecs. the subscription price had been

300 fes. .

Lucile joins me in sending our very best regards

Yours sincerely

( signed ) Clarence A. Gagnon.



9 rue Falguiére Paris, June 6th 1931.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Lucile and myself are both delighted to
‘hear the good news. May you and Mrs.Scott meet with all
the Happiness that you can wish forj;and we both hope to
have the pleasure of _making Mrs,Scott's acquaintance in
the near future. Will you allow me to present you as a
wedding gift the picture "Laurentian Homestead" that is
hanging ersused to be in your dining room.

I cannot recollect whether I told you about Lucile
going to Lausanne for treatment. She had nobt been well
all last year,and was steadily losing weight so the doc-
tors recommended a sanatorium in Lausann where she would
get the right treatment. After spending 3 months there
she came to Paris for a few days,having gained during
those three months 17 pounds and logking very well.
Another 5 . months set her right again.

Since the last 4 months I have not been very well the
result of overwork on the illustrations for "Wariz Chap-
delaine. All last winter I used to work right up till 3
and 4 o'clock in the morning; and I paid for it! Now I am
getting much better and able to resume fighting with the
printers. This French " nonchalance " 1s most exasperating.

I received a few letters from my friend Richard
the trapper-painter I told you =2bout,and who went to call
on you in Ottawa. He canoed from Cold Lake,Alberta,last
summer down the Churchill to Hudson Bay,and is somewhere
noth of Flin Flon. He tells me he was able to do some
work on the way,but lack of funds has forced him to give
- up painting for a while to resume his trapping so as to
make a little money,in order to buy equipment and pain-
ting material,to go into the Barren Lands and spend some
time there. I am wondering how he will manage to ever
get his work from the bush to some important center where
it can be exhibited. I hope he will be able to manage that
some way or other. I wonder if something could be done for
him. Could it be possible to give him a chance to show
what he can do,by allowing him to go with an Artic expedi-
tion,or something of the kind. Dont you think you could
do something in that way for him.



Modern Art over here had seen its best days,but the
financial crisis has given it its death blow; While 01d
Masters and Post Impressionists are still going up, the
Moderns can be had for a mere song. Several dealers in
Moderns have failed,galleries are closing down. Even
some important dress-making firms have failed. Things
will be rather ugly over here next winter. Manufac-
turing plants are working only a few days a week,and

- there are 200,000 men on strike in the textile plamts
of Northern France,and the cost of living .is still
going up. ’:

I had planned to motor around the British Isles this
summer,but my work on the illustrations of "Maria Chap-
delaine" may hold me in Paris all summer.

I trust you and Mrs.Scott will have a very enjoyable
summer. _

Lucile wishes to be remembered to you. With very
best regards from Lucile and myself.

Yours very sincerely
(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.

P.S. I have received the draft you sent me for the
two etchings you sold for me,Mont St.Michel and the
Grand Canal. Very many thanks.
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9 rue Falguiére. Paris, December 9th. 1933.

My dear Mr.Scott,

We returned a couple of weeks ago from
another delightful trip to Scandinavia,where we spent: four
months.As soon as I had put the last touch to the last of
the illustrations of "Maria" we made a bee line for the
North going again tarough Belgium,Holland,Germany, Denmark
and Sweden,making for Olden,one of the beauty spots of the
fjords.We had there a most enjoyable three weeks. I spent
several evenings with Professor Felland-Hansen,one of Nansen's
companions on his Polar Expiditions,and who has succeeded
Nansen at the University of Bergen.His summer home is a
very old Norse timber built farm looking the most corner
of the Nordf jord,and furnished with interesting old Worwe-
gian antiques. We also met the American Winister to Norway
Hoffman Phillip,who invited me to fish with him in a salmon
river which he has leased.Later in the season I went with
Major General Sir Percy Coxz,to trout fishing in some of the
locks up in the mountains.He is a very interesting man,
having been a greater part of his career,in diplomatic mis-
sions in Persia,Arabia and Turkey. We met other Norwegian
interesting people which invited us to their homes on our
way back through 0slo. When the leaves begen to turn we made
for Telemark and stayed a month at Dalen at the head of
Bandak Lake,a charming picturesque village with very good
trout fishing. I caught some trout just like our speckled
trout measuring 26 inches long. Trout there have been caught
welghing up to 25 1lbs.I was forced to believe it,because
one day sketching by the side of a most picturesque pool,a
whopper of a truot jumped and sprnkled my sketch with water.
Fortunetely for that trout that the season was closed. He
will have to watch himself,if he does not wish to end his
acrobatics in a frying pan or the wash-boiler if that be
necessary. The autum there rivals ors in colouring and bril-
liancy. The Laurentian country cuts a poor figure next to
Telemark. Thr hotels are very reasonable,especially now,and
far better than what the Province of Quebec can offer us.
The"BandakHotel" Dalen,Telemark(remember that) when your
globe-trotting fever gets hold of you again,which must be
due again) We were treated there like kings for 20 french
francs a day. Denmark and Sweden with Norway the cost of



living has almost gone down to 50% less than Francej;where
the living is still as high as ever,tourists no where to
be seen,and times dont look bright for France.

We had our first accident,In Sweden,a Swedish car driven
by a well known Swedish actor crashed into ours on a narrow
pridge and went head first into a deep ditch.he and his wife
crawled out whithout even a scratch.Both cars were damaged,
it forced us to stay a .couple of days in a small Swedish
town for the repairing of our car.Repairs were paid by the
insurance company immediately without comment.If such a
thing had happened in France,the insurance companjes would
haggle for a year over it,

I was'nt back a day that my publisher turned up to want
me to illustrate asnother book.He was'nt given the thamce to
open his mouth to give me the title of the book,that I told
he better illustrate it himself. I am quite fed up with
printers and publishers. It makes me mad to have to spend
a good six months work to rid my originals of "Maria" of
the thick coat of elbow grease that the printers have
honored them with.

This trip did us both a world of good. If we do not get
to Canada next summer,we shall return to Norway. :
Lucile joins me in sending Mrs.Scott and yourself our
very Best Greetings for Xmas and all very kind thoughts
for the coming: ¥ear,and that we may all meef again soon.

Yours as ever

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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9 rue Falguidre Paris Dec. 10th 1935.

My dear Mr.Scott,

We returned three weeks ago from another
dellghtful trip to Scandinavia. Sick of the constant talk
of war,and the Parisians everlastings complaints about the
high cost of living,water and soap;we made a dash in the
last week in June for the Rhine,up again through the lovely
Harz Mountains,and settled down in our charming peaceful
cirner of Telemark at Dalen on the Bandak lake,wasting time
and fishing in the surrounding lakes and streams of the
Hardangervidda. e were delightful to see our friend:the
. hotel proprietor Olaf Fossli and his cheerful wife, the
kindest people you can ever wish to meet.

We had planned te go again up in the Nordland but the
weather reports were discouraging,so we enjoyed in Dalen
- a very warm and dry summer. Too warm for the Norwegians,
It made the trout sweat so!

InSeptember we moved up to Kolasen in Swedish Lappland
another favorite spot of ours,with good and comfortable
hotel, the like you could not find in the Quebec country
side. The village consists of five farms with a few Lapp
families,in a wild a wide panorama of mountains studded
with lakes. I met there an English fisherman Colonel
Matterson who was in the Artillery in Quebec in 1902. He
spoke some French but with a terrible " accent canayen "
and bellowed verses from the " Habitant " when out fishing
together. His bellowing was more succesful than his fishing.

Coming across one day a very trouty looking stream
I went to ask permission to the owner a Chistiansen, After
I introduced myself he said: " Then you are the artist who
has illustrated " Maria Chapdelaine " | Next day I showed
him the book,which seem to interest him very much,it was so
like Sweden. He informed me that "Maria" had been translated
" into Swedish in 1931 and that there was a copy of the book
I illustrated in the University of Upsala. Well this was a
surprise to me,to get such information from a peasant way up
in Lappland. We were invited to his home.which a very com -
fortable cosy homse with fine o0ld furniture and a magnificent
library of Swedish and foreign literature,art and history,
German ,English and aven French works,it was a great boon to
Lucile WhO had nathing to do but to read I was told to fish



to my heart's delight,he would have a boat and a man to
row me wherever I wished. The Norwegian and Swedish 's
kindness and hospitality is beyond praise. _

All the way from Kolasen to Dalen again in Telemark, the whole
country was a riot of colour,their autumn is a great rival
to ours. I cannot understand why so few Scandinavians have
tried to paint ig,unfortunately its the poor artists who
tried and made a mess of it.

In Kolasen I caught my record summer's trout,an 8 pounder
with the fighting spirit of 8 cats.

Winter beginning to set in,we had to say " Farvel " to
our Norsk friends,driving through a foot of snow which made
our going rather laborious in the mountain passes. We got
to 0slo,from there through Denmark again. At Hamburg we
switched off our customary route,and made for Nuremburg we
were glad to see again. Spending a few days in Munich to
see some friends we had not seen since Hitler tried his
first brown shirt. We enjoyed seing the Durers again.

30 we drove back to rue Falguiére by way of Augburg,Ulm,
Steasbourg and Troyes.

Paris is very "neurasthénique" No one seems to know
where France is going.

I settled down to work turning a deaf ear to all thiswar
talk and depression,as my old Judge Simard of Bale St.Paul
used to say " Qui s'arrange."

Lucile is well,and joins me in sending you both all Kind
Thoughts for a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year,hoping to
meet you soon again,You are about due in Europe,a little
change will do you both good.

Yours very sincerely.

"(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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9 rue Falgulére Paris, June 21st. 1836.

My dear Mr.Scott,

I would have written you before this,
about our plans,but the French and Belgian strikes have
forced us to modify our plans. We shall have to take
the land route,and if we are not delayed will try to
reach Dalen for the 12th. of July. Lucile's health has
improved and we expect to leave Paris on the 29th. I had
the old car overhauled,and the first time I took the
wheel since last November,I was to take Lucile to the hos-
pital,I hardly left the garage when a sudden pain in my
back took hold of me. It was all I could do to get back
to the studio,and for a good three hours I could hardly .
make the least little move. The pain has since been
slowing down,and I am getting about, and will be able
to take the wheel again on the 29th. I must have strai-
ned a muscle in my back. Anyhow I shall take to the
road even I have do diel

I am writing to Herr Fossli of the Bandak Hotel to
see that you are given a good room in case you should
arrive at Dalen before we do. But if things go normal

we should in Dalen for the 12th. of July.

The heat wave has let off. To night we are able to
breathe . All the big stores are still on strike,so I
shall have to renew my trousseau on the way.

Lucile sends her love to Mrs.Scott and yourself
and we are looking forward to seing you at Dalen.

Yours very sincerely
(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.

P.S.Will you give us your addess after you leave
England,so that we can get in touch with you.
Our address after we leave Paris on the 29th. will be
c/o. Bennett's Travel Agency
Oslo. Norway.



9 rue Falguiére. Paris, 23rd. June 1936.

My dear Mr.Scott,

Mrs.Scott's letter of June 2lst.
telling of a change in your sailing fom England,
and going by way London - Goteborg. This may enable
us to meet somewhere before reaching Dalen :
Leaving Paris on the 29th. next Monday,if everything
goes on according to schedule : we should reach Copen=-
nagen on the 4th. July. Goteborg onthe 5th. 0slo on
the evening of the 6th.or during the day of the 7th. _

Leave Oslo on the 9th., Spending the night at BOLKESJY,
arriving at Dalen on the 10th. '

Delays at frontiers,Danish ferries,ect. we should
reach at the latest Goteborg on the 7th.and Dalen on
the 12th.date which I have reserved rooms at the
Bandak Hotel. You very likely reach Goteborg a day or
two before we do. In case there is a possibility of
meeting either in Goteborg,or 0Oslo,leave a word for us
at Bennett's Travel Agencies of these two places.

Goteborg has a gallery worth seing. You could make
your last stop at Bolkesjg before reaching Dalen for
the 12th. Bolkesjd is a nice place to spend a few
days.

Nothing would please us more than have you both

join us in the car at some of these points,but the
question of luggage makes it impossible. We have to
take along what we need for five monthi!s stay,and
painting material that leaves room only for the two
of us,in our small car,

Lucile is much better,and T have‘been able to take
the weel again,and most likely be alright again for
next monday.

Love to both of you from Lucile and self.
A bientot.

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon.
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232 Metcalfe ave. Decd. 13th. 1938,
WESTMOUNT. Que.

My dear Duncan,

FPorgive me if I have not answered your letter of
Nov.l4th before this day. The fact is that it is over two years
we have been in Canada,and during that time I have not been able
to do any painting.

In the first place the winding up of my father's estate has
taken a great deal of my time.The affair is now in the courts
and God knows how long it is to drag along. I was only able to
do a little sketching in the autumn of 1937 and it was a cold
one at that.

I had four lectures to prepare and give:
1st. one at the Arts Club on the"Technique of Color"

2nd. 4 " Art Gallery on "Morrice"
srd. N " " Handlcraft Society on"Revival of Handicrafts in
Quebec!

4th. A radio talk on "Suzor Coté"

The one of Morrice I was told was a success I had a very large
audience,and was asked to have it published in the University
Magazine which I refused.

I also drafted a plan to make the Ile d'Orléans a national
historical park,which met approwval from all over the country,
except our late friend Horatio Walker,who me thus: What do you
Clarence by this hell's bells plan of yours cut it out we have
enough -trouble on this island" and later on when I saw him to
talk to him last August,he said again"if anybody is going to
save this island,we ourselves the islanders will see to it" I
told him,We could not wait for them we w111 try to save them w
whether they like it or not.

Well Horatio laft things in a sad mess! When Olive has paid
the death duty that is 17%,there will be nothing left for-her
except the clothes she wears,and there are no russian sables in
her trousseau. All my sympathy goes to her. Fortunately she has
some very good friends who are doing their best to pull her out
of such a mess. So far I have worked night and day since the
27th of Septembre in that studio without any heat,making an
inventery of his works,ater colors and fine drawings were being
used by mice in building their nests.

Arhtur Richard,the Deputy Minister of Mines and Fisheries who
is executor with 0Olive is trying to fix things with the Govern-
ment,and another good friend Charlie Dunn of Quebec is giving a
loan without interest to help to pay the death duty. The Bank
of Commerce has already a mortgage of $7000 on the property,
besides there is Mrs.Walker to care for,so it is far from being



rosy for Olive. .

Price of the Ferargil Galleries had him in his clutches,and
played him around. How Horatio most have suffered in his pride
and to see himself on the brink...He paid dearly for it all.

It was a good thing the end came quickly,and for Olive also.
Poor girl,she is still like a child!

I have a plan which I hope will succeed to keep the property in
intact,and Olive there also;that is to make a summer art school
of it. No better spot could be found for such a purpose,and
'0lve could gat to work to look after the student#s accommcdation,
'and I will see that she gets good teachers with a good programme.
| In order to give B _.start to the scheme,I shall one month free
| teaching to her school next summer. So you see it is not easy
| to work at palnting! ;

' Last winter I spent a good deal of time to help Dr.Martin the
new president of the Art Gallery to bring it back to and reor-
ganize the Art Classes.Next a plan to set up a soclety of Quebec
painters and sculptors,and get the French Canadian and English
Canadians to bury the hatchet,and pull together. Then will be

the reform of the Royal Canadian Academy whose prestige is pretty
low. Then a plan for the Revival of Handicrafts in connection
with my plan for an historical National Park on the Ile d'Orléans,
.and all this without calling for a cent from any Government. No
politicians in my plans!

I am sure you will be in Ottawa next May when the King and
Queen will be there;:;Col.Eric MacKenzie wrote me some days ago,
asking me for the lean of two dozen or so of my originals of
"Maria Chapdelaine" to decorate the sitting room that the Queen
will occupy at Government House during their visit in Ottawa.So
I will most likely have to go up and see about setting them up;
Lucile and I will then have the opportunity of seing you both °
again, We did miss you on our last visit in Ottawa when my ori-
ginals of "Maria" were shown there at the National Gallery;where
I shall never put my feet there as long as Eric Brown and Southam
are there.As you probablyyseen in the papers my exhibition coin-
cided with one of Henri-Julien. You had to go through my show
before getting to Juliens. Well,the afternoon of the opening of
both shows which was to be open by the Minister of Publiec Work
Cardin. I was asked to stand naxt to Eric Brown who was-on oneéec:
side of Cardin,with Southam on the other. Both Cardin and Southam
made speeches about Julien,but not a word for me,not even men-
tionned my name,and yet both had my catalogue in their hands. I
could see a certain uneasiness amongst the people,neither Brown
nor McCurry ever said a word to me about it.No excuses,nothing
except they both had us for tea privately. The only people who
asked us where the Lanctots and my own brother;and we had Senator
Mc Lennan and his daughter to dine with us at the Chateau Laurier.

So when Brown had me slated down for the gelection Committee for
the Tate Gallery I told him to tell Southam that I refuse to sit
at a committese table with himself and Southam,that the latter
knew as much about art as he knew of ordinary politeness,Canadian
artists need not expect anything from him. So I did not go up to
Ottawa for that selection of pictures. Brown accused me of trying
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to wreck the whole show and that I had let him down abominably.

I told him to leave my pictures where they were. They. published
my name in the papers anyhow with the others and sent " my pictures
to the Tate Gallery,but Southam has never apologized not that I
care whether he does or not, If he did,it would not in the least
- change my opinion about him.

How différeat in Toronto,during the ten days we were there we
were the guests of the Toronto Art Gallery,all our hotel expenses
were paid by them.They -could not do enough for us. Parties of
all sorts were arranged for us.

Do you know that Quebec has not yet asked me to exhibit them in
that city.Well if they do,they will wait a long time before they
ever see them. I have beenasked to show them in Boston Chicago
and Detroit. I'll show them in Timbucto before Quebec has a chance
to see them. ;

The Montreal Art Gallery asked me again to show them,so they
were exhibited again from June until the middle of November.

Lucile and I had a fine tour during the apple-blossom season.
We visited Rochester,Buffalo,Cleveland,Toledo,Detroit Museums,and
the Cranbrourne Schooél of Art about 20 miles outside Detroilt,
where we met the people who gave the funds to buid such a fine
school and Saarinen the celebrated Finnish architect who teaches
there and who has designed the buildings, and also Karl Millés,
the famous Swedish sculptor who has now made his home in America
after giving the wonderful home he had made himself near Stock-
holm and which he has ziven to Sweden. Karl Millés had a studio
at 9 rue Falguiére when he was studying with Rodin. I prefer him
to Rodin,in many ways. All his work is united to a decorative
and architecture conception which is absent ¢hez Rodin.

#ie had to have our honeymoon at the Niagara Falls. A.H.Robson,
the vice-president of the Toronto Art Gallery,took us to see
them. I enjoyed the sight of the blossom time in the Niagara
peninsula. It was a grand sight!

e returned to Bale St.Paul these last two summers where I
did some fishing,but with very little luck. Last september we
made the tour of Lake St.John and saw Péribonka. What a flat and
dismal country! We also the summer before last made the Gaspé
trip; the country around Baie St.Paul to the Saguenay is much
better all around. Of course Percé is unique,but you cannot paint
the Rock all the time,and there's not much else to paint; the
people do not fish any more, they prefer selling postal card and
chwing gum to the American:tourists who are fed canned lobster
and canned salmon instead of the sea products.
Well,a lot of water has passed under the spans of Victoria Bridge
since we last saw you. Will you ever come down to Montreal some-
time,so we can have a chat. I am afraid my writing is to boring
for words. ;

I am trying to get Toronto,0Ottawa,Montreal and Quebec galleries
to give Walker a Memorial exhibition,but of course Walker being
on bad terms with Brown wont help at it a bit.Besides my last
experience with the National will not help eilther.



Olive is staying with us next week before proceeding on to
Toronto to spend Xmas holydays with her family.
Lucile and I were both pleased to hear you were both well
and had a good summer. She joins me in sending Elise and
yourself best love.

Yours

(signed) Clarence A.Gagnon

P.3. I enclose several articles about the Ile d'Orléans.
When you have read them will you send them back,but
take your time about it. Those are the only clippings
I possess.
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