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Numismatist vs, Philstelist,
by
Gerald E. Hart, of Montregl, Canada,

There seems to be & singular disregard of the entrancing and useful
study of numismatology in the Riviers and meny other places in France and
Italy which I have visited while& great attention is given to Philately an
&lmost useless pestime, I have sesrched in vein for deglers in coins and
medels in magy importsnt towns whilg large snd smsll deslers in postage
Stamps &re to be met everywhere. I heave in my lifetime been a devoted
student af history and archeepdlogy and have written quite extensévely
upon both subjects and have origKinated societiesTor their study. I have
&lso been & stemp collector owning some velueble speciméns but beyoyd the
temporary gratification in obteining and adding to the collection &
somewhgt rare postage stemp or veriety in colour which but few or no one
else has I never glesned the lesst historical knowledige from the collection,
But how different with coins and medals impewshj¥eble in materisl &s well
&8 in confirming historicel events recorded by &encient writers or on record
in archives.

¢ sncient Grecian coinage hes proved to us the sdvanced stage of
civilazation the Greeks had reached in their monetary circulation centuries
B.C, What modern coinasge cen equel in ex#Zcution their besutiful biga &nd
quadriga seriees or their portmeiture of the Deities they worshipped, or their
med&ls (octodrachms snd decadrachms) believed to have been egarded as prizes
in their Olympic games. The execution of the head of "Proserpine™ with the
reverse quadriga ridden by Minerve as Victory with itx racing four hosses

&t top speed has never been equslled in modern die-sinking snd engraving
especielly those made snd signed by Kimon,Evergetes, and some others which
Were executed in the 4th century B,C, in Syrscuse. The history of the
lesser known countries is meinly on record from their coinsge such as
"Parthie" for instence. N ’

Turning to Rome, have we not got the "Judses Cepta" and "Devicta",
series, confirming the d#struction of Jeruasslem and the dispersal of the
Jewish Nation; &lso their besutifud series of protraits of their Emperors,
life-like as anyone can see at & glance. A frame of these wass on view in
Spink's window, Piccadillyﬁy&JCl¢b

Coming down to our own times; - guite—res®ntiy, Coinage proves
evenis in history but little known. How many persons in Frence or indeed
elsewhere know there were two Kings of France besring the title of "Charles
X.," end yet there were ,for I have genuine coins, dated, issued by both tho!
they were three hundred years apart. Meny written histories and works on
numismetology, do not seem to have been aware of the fact for they do not
mention it. How meny also are awsre that the "Grand Monarque" issued coind
specidélly for circulation in Csnsads besring the date I670 with the proud and
besutiful legend "Gloriem Regni Tui Dicent"™ | Of the glory of the/, Kinggom
thall they speak) & fsct which had Madsme de Pompadour been sware of, might
have dictated & different answer to the reques$ made by General the Marquis
de lMontcalm for more soldiers to protect Canads from the British invaders
and to which she replied "We have use for our own soldiers over here in
Europe &nd not to protect & snew-clad Country such &s Censde is," None was
sent him and hence the loss of thet grest country to France which Louis the
L1V, so0 much prizeds,, as well as Mezerin,, Richelieu and Colbert who each
end &ll devoted their time, attention, country's money and population to




to colonize &s B worthy appanage of the Mother country,

Through numismatics chniefly, I am disproving in & book I &m now

completéng for publication & very important stateﬁent in British and
american history universelly accepted as fsct, erroneously

It is to be regretted that our modern system of coinsge has
iropped &ll historical references except &s to the reigning or politicsl
xelming dynesty from which little cam be gleaned so that it will not be of

much historical value to future geherstions,
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conservés dans-les. collections publiques ou privées deé--
I’Espagne.

Ce prix sera décerné en 1926.

Dépot des ouvrages, les imprimés en double exemplaire,. .
avant le 1°" janvier .1g26.

PRIX DE:NUMISMATIQUE ANCIENNE ET DU MOYEN AGE -

I.-Le prix. de numismatique fondé par- M. ALLIER DE
Haurerocue sera décerné, en 192{), au meilleur ouvrage-
de numismatique ancienne qui aura été publié en 1925
et I(J‘,LZ. -

II. Le prix de numismalique: fondé par M™*veuve Du=
ciaLats sera décerné, en 1926, au. meilleur ouvrage .de
nymismatique du ,\IU}Cli::Ti\:j:’,';-(lLli aura ¢été.publié en 1924
el 1925, R A

Chacun, de ces prix est de'la valeur deimille [rancs.

Les ouvrages présentés devront étre déposés, en double
exemplaire, au Secrétariat de I'Institut, avant le 1 jan-:
vier de U'année du concours.

|

PRIX. DEFNUMIFM ATIQUE ORFENTALE (1200 fp. )
& / 4 ¢ &

M.: Edmond Drouin a légué: a I'Académie des Inscrip-
tigns et Belles-Lettres une rente annuelle de trois ,
cents francs, pour fonder un. prix qui doit étre décerné, -
tous les quatre ans, au meilleur travail, manuscrit ou
miprimé, sur la numismatique orientale, quelle que soit..
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| NUMISMATIC
|HOLDS ANNU/
CINCINNATI, ‘sopt
George J. Bauer, Roc
| elected President
| Numismatic
annual convention here
L. A. Renaud, Mont
| president; H. T. Wils Chicago
; George H. 1 Taisesr
| City, treasurer; C. 7. Foster,
| Rochester, librarian, %5  were re-
| elected. |
Harvey L. Hanson, Flos Angeles, |
second vice-president | and N. T.
| Thornson, Omaha, ch#irman of the
| board of governors | were newl
| elected.
Herbert Abrand, Cinginnati: W.
: | Philpot, Dallas; Mo#itz 1,\-'.,1-1:“0
| New York and Harlely 1. Freer
| Cleveland, were named governo' o
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Let us not forget them or their deeds
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Let us not forget them or their deeds

Aye! What sad thoughts these arise, as I write of them;
alas, all gone to their long home. Having known them all,
communed with them, shared with them their cherished hobbies,
how fortunate I feel, that it is left to me to sing their
praise, incompetent as I may be, to laud their virtues and to
leave to posterity this -slight recognition of their merits,in
their efforts to promote the knowledge and welfare of our
generation. I acknowledge my own indebtedness to one and all
of them and I can only trust that posterity willl inscribe them
in a Hall of Fame, which they richly deserve, as the pioneers
in conserving the incunabula of Canada's past history.

Thevy did not establish this Society with any mercenary
object in view; on the contrary, in its early days it was a
drag on both their time and purse. It was not even a social
assembly. The object they each and all had in view, was to
create a gathering of those whose taste was congenial,
irrespective of nationality or language or political
affinities, and their homes were open to the monthly meetings
at which every one was made to feel he was a welcome guest.
Hence arose meetings that every one felt were only too short
in the allotted time of two hours. Each member brought with
him for inspection such objects of antiquity, numismatics,
documents and books, as he specially conceived would be of
interest. It was not confined to any one branch or country,
but naturall hat, which pertained to Canada, especially in
numismatics:%gézgﬁigﬁdmostly to the members present. Little
did they dream that their united work would result in this
magnificent Soclety and home. I place at the head of this
list:




Adélard J. Boucher

%%bWas in reality the Founder of the Society, as it was his
conception, seconded by Stanley Clark Bagg, an equallgnumismatic
enthusiast, Mr, Boucher was a lineal descendant of Piérre
Boucher, the Governor of Three Rivers, early in the 17th Century,
and whose great ability did much to cement the affection and
respect of the Indiansfor the French nation,

Adélard, our Founder, was born at Vaskinongé} on the 28th
of June, 1835. He was educated at Mount St, Mary's College, a
celebrated Catholic Institution in Maryland, U,S, where he pursued
his studies for 6 years, 1845-50, He finished his education in
France, , He mas_proficient.in both English and French lanpuages, as
is Al‘Lsgﬁgﬁﬁg @ﬁo confinues the Music Store he founded in Montreal,
very near the original 31te. The Bouchers were all pronounced
musicians and some of Adelard's children (of whom he had -a;%»
excellent pl aysrs and high class artlsts. e one of Han LS o

4

MW Ly alrine sww&vé Quldﬁ'
Inal862 Adelard, with the a531stance of Wr.xBagg, Major) Latour,

4r,. Joshua L, Dronsdon and Mr, J.A,lanseau formed the Societe
Numismatique de Montréal, and which is our present Society,
He obtained in France some of the early copper coins which were made £
for circulation in Canada by Louis X111 and Louis X1V, such as the
Liards, denier tournois and double tournois, and possibly he also
obtained, or at least, saw the very rare special silver coins of
1670, the renowned Gloriam Regni - sols - which Louis X1V had
coined for circulation in Canada and Louisiana as well as the many
beautiful medals of Louis X111 and X1V, specially struck to commem-
orate events in our history, and which started him in his innate
taste for coin collecting,and gave rise to the formation of this
Society, His collection of Papal Medals going back to the very
earliest time of these Potentates, has never been equaled in any
other private collection, It should be obtained for this "usegm,\‘
if yet obtainable, Avr AZerechet toae e uﬂf<*~lw ¢ firat Jrrasd
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STANLEY CLARK BAGG, J.P.

YeoA } rcefoak LA
ky, Bagéjggékone—é;z;ha/;ounderq of the "3ociete
Fumismatique de Montreal in 1862," the-—srogsnitor of tha
Riesandy incerporated bodyx of tha Avtigubrisn and Nowhdwgbip
Gosiedy ofNxtreal, s olouge of Sime- whisk pedably had Ye«
-Nwed, iy uxt have ocoyrred, for prixnarily de vowm v hxnds.
madridcten Rakhey than-an Atigqoaxian, He was born in Montreal
December 23rd 1820, and died there August 8th 1873 at the
early age of 53. He was a descendant of a2 very ancient
Bnglish family of the Norman period. In_ -first and
second numbers of the Canadian Antiquar?gnh( 872) he wrote
the articles entitled "American Antiquities" - by "Nyma,
in which he shows from archaeological discoveries that
America was known to the Greeks and Romans and was inhabite-
ed by antediluvian man, and states: "America abounds in an-
tiquities so extensive, so beautiful, and so majestic, as
to rival those of Thebes or Nineveh., Ruins of ancient cities
of immense extent; fortifications, obelisks, pyramids,
temples with walls built of hewn stone, showing a refined
taste in architecture, and adorned with figures, beautifully

executed; large altars, ornamented with hieroglyphies; remains

of ancient palaces, beautiful specimens of sculptare and paint-

ing, with meny other marks of ancient greatness, prove that

this is not a new world, but that a powerful empire existed

at 2 very remote period of time, teeming with a population

highly skilled in arts, and in a state of ci¥ilization far

beyond anything we have been led +to conceive of the abore

igines of this continent." It is now admitted by Geologists

that America is the oldest world physically, This primeval

region stands partly in Canade and partly irn the United

States." He then quotes from various suthorities in core

roboration of his statements. He winds up his article of

eight meaty pages by saying: “iay we not then hope that

the persevering research of some learned Antiquarian will

yet lead to the discovery of the early history of Americsa,

and thereby earn the lasting gratitude of the scientific

world," Prophetic words, which are being gradually ree

alized by recent discoveries in British Honduras, and my

own researches, by which I am producing money hitherto un- G

known to higtorians, used by the aborigines of America [Lot- fer

5000 geéars)B.C. in Mexico, Peru and other Amsedean ‘Tovinces o/ LY

(if we may ecall it such, for I believe its true bame to

be "Atlantis") and which will be ifllustrated and described %

in my forthcoming work, upon "Corrections in English,aﬂdéf
awid_American History" which alse include many other discover-

ies besed upon Numssmatology, not known to any other writer.
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Mr, Bagz was & great traveler to ancient sites and
therefore writes from his personal obsefvations.. He was the Lt
author of 1PNotes on Coins: 2.Coins and Medals as Aids ;
to the Study and Verification of Holy Writ: 3. A Chronolo-
gical Numismatic Compendium of the Twelvs Caesars,”

4, "Archeseologica Americana.” 5, "Canadian Archaeology.”

6. "Tadoussec.” 7. "The Antiquities and Legends of Durham"
and many erticles that appear in magazines etc. IHe was &
plutocrat by birth, owning gstated in England and Canada.

He was the largest landed proprietor on the Island of Monte
real, excepting of course the Seigneurs of St.Sulpice.

About 1790 his Grandfather came to reside in ilontresl and
established the family there. Mr. Bagg's widow still sure
vives in Hontreasl. She is a Scotch lady of fistinguished
encestry also. He had a son, R.8.C. Bagg, who became & mem-
ber of the Society in after years. He was educated part
privately by an English Clergymen and part at McGill Univer-
gity. He was ¥6&—£48<4s PFesident of the Soclete de Numis-
matique, which I think was the conception of Adelard Boucher
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_M%;Nxﬂqmlﬁ/&ppears as the Second Vice«President of the 3cociety at the .
annual moeting held in the Natural History Society's Building,
itselr amongz the bygons relics of ;entreala on the llth Decem.
ver 1872 (Vel, 1, No, 3 of the Journal) as recorded in the
iinutes written by myself "&@x) Secretary of the Society, in
which minutes also appear the names of Daniel Rose, first

Vice«President and th Hon, p'Jk%; Chaugggu, then Hinister
e L3, - A . i
of Rducat {3 Ttyor 1atsus 92 én~exc88dingly valuable
member of the Society from an early date, He was more of an
Antiquarian than Bumismatician, but was deeply interested in
the meetings of the Society which he geldom mi sed and he
opened the doors of his,&pme to some of its meetings during
3 v e NS P dnnay i ga Frie L eAS
its peripatetic ataﬁpvxbefore ¥4 received 2 very smesll grant

from the Covernment ‘”Qichmen&};ﬁ];%@ it to pey the Netural

History Societyl. for thejﬁaa t consumed. This grant was

obtained through the irstrumentality of the Hon. P.J.0.
Chauveau, and while it was only 8100 a year, it was s Godsend
nevertheless. To do justice to Mr, Chauveau, this native of

the City of Quebee, would require a volume of bPanegyrie. 3sSuf.
fieient to say he was the leading French Canadian of hig day
28 a Politician, He was Prime Minister immediately after Con.
federation, LL,D, (Honoris Causa) of both Laval University
and McGill University, end last but not least, President of
the Numismatic ang Ant iquarian Society of lMontresl for 3ev-
era yeazEagggmggipggﬂgggﬁgoors of his residence to its meetw
ingsl< He was not & céllector, but was deeply interested in
everything Canadian, He had a great mind and an unbiassgsed
one; he knew not the difference between an English speaking
and a French Speaking eitizen - gl1 were to him brother
Canadians, and diversity of Church he did not recognize,
Major Latour was a Somewhat similar character, but was not
in Politics, .Unlike Mr. Chauveau, he ¢ould not converse in
2 : /. € of chanil ol «
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Robert Wallece lMclachlan, a Canadian by birth, dontreal,
darch 9, 1845, and a devout student of Numismatics from early
youth, and I believe the eerliest writer upon that subject ap-
pertaining to Canada, He never lost an op pertunity, upon heare
ing of or seeing a coin, medal, medallet or jetton, having re-
ference to Canade, to ascertain its origin, history, or cause
of issue and quantity made, combining with this information,
historical notes of interest and value pertaining thereto,
which enhanced its desirableness to be added tc 2 Collector's
Cabinet, and to impart his knowledge to the Public., This in.
spired and encouraged in many others a beginning of an histori.-
cal interest in Canada's Past and Present, He was not a dealer
nozﬂaz@accu1ulator for a pecuniary profit in view, and though
he Reacexaad 8 very large cdllection and had duplicates, I never
kuew him to sell e specimen, but used them as eéxchanges to obtain
t%qgezgg could not otherwise purchase, He was married and had
onedaughter. Fortunately, his mother and wife encoursged his
hobby or passion, His writings, entirely on Numismatics, are
very extensive and appear throu:houtthe pages of the “““adi
Antiquarian and other Numismetic periodicels, both in Legnden
and New York, and show him to be well versed in unbversul his-
tory and coinage of all ancient countries, his collection of thede
was merely to show their artistic =nd historicsl value as gpeci-
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mens, Being of Scoteh descent, he was too cautious to allow his
desires to exceed the extent of his purse, a wisdeom that should
be adopted by all collectors, as the acquisition of ancient
coins is as costly and difficult of attainment as that of cur-
rent money, His life was devoted to Numismatology, and while
not an original member of the Numismatie and Antiquarian Society
of Montreal, he was one of its earl members, of which he
became, in later years, Honorary Curftor of its Numismatic
collections and repained for many years, He died May 10,
1926/ “He was agﬁﬁﬁébaﬁéﬁﬁﬁiiééﬁ§3‘6f98%h§§’d&ﬁadi a,in
books¢specially, He published at Montreal in 1886 "A descrip-
tive Catalogue of Coins, Tokens and Yedals issued in or re-
lating to the Dominion of Canada and Newfoundland, With notes,
giving incidents in the History of many of these coins and
medals (Fraser Inst., No, 20376 - Bl03 - 10). But this work

is a mere condensation of what he wrote for the Cenadian Anti.

querisn, and does rot de his talents justice. [To illustrate

his ideas of Numismatology I guote from his first article ap-
pearing in Vol. I, Fo. 1, July 1872 of that periodical entitled
"A Plea for en Artistic Coinage" the following: "A great Country,
holding commercial relafiions with other great countries, all
over the world, should strive to excel in the character of its
eirculating medium; and by chsracter, we mean truthfulness and
beauty. 4£n eleveting standard of coinage is one of the evi-
dences of civilization, It is a well known fact, that a much
higher degree of art than is at present displayed on our coin-
agey can be attained; therefore, as the majority of our people
have no other means for the cultivation of this taste, should
not the stereotyped designs as the conventional heasd of the
govereign, the wreath or arms, be to some extent superseded

by Historical designs such as graced the money of Ureece and
Rome. D2ven these were changed from time to time. so that the
people did not tire of the figures thereon presented. By fol-
lowing this example, there would be furnished a free school of
art and design, extending to the whole community, and costing
the government little if snything beyond the expense of sustaine
ing the mint, The Upreek cities issued the most beautiful series
of coins that ever appeared, and Greece stood, far before all
other nations in the fine arts, their work still holding its
place among modern nations. In this new country, especially
when residing far from cities, persons cannot visit the stores
of art that are ever open to the people of the old world., But
one great mediwn whereby the people might be instructed and
elevated can be made available by the coinage. Therefore let us
not rest satisfled until a higher degree of art is attained,




-Je

and the people of our Dominion placed in possession of a truly
artistic coinage." Such words as these are elevating,
and show in his early youth, the depth of his knowledge and
study of the science of coins and their utility in promotion
of art, and that his devotion to such had other objects in
view than that of collecting for a future profit, In a
~later article he states: "The science of Numismatics is as
wide as geography, deep as history and broad as commerce;

in which subjects its students should be thoroughly groundaed.
And besides this the true numismetician should know, aye,

and does to a great extent know, the history of civilization,
the customs and manners, the literature and art of sll nations
and ages., He must also understand weights and measures and
something of metallurgy." His collections# have been purchased
by private subscriptiong and wildd e deposited permanently

in the Society's Museum in the Chateau de Ramezay.
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HENRY MOTT

daald~ An Englishman by birth, a graduate ef Oxford University
andaLibrarian of time icGill University, Moﬁ}aal, was an early
member of the lumismatic Society and first Bditor-inechief

of ite Fegkrgi founded in July 1872,

Mott was of very diversified talents, as his writings
prove, but intuitively he was antiquarian in his taste, He
based his knowledge of mundane history, which was profound, 14
upen his study of Archaeclogy and Numismatics the foundadion /L7 7
of it. His presence at meetings of the Society was a sure in- :
dication of passing a very entertaining two hours and instruc-
tive, for what he said could be vouched for, as authentic.
He wes a very regular attendant, seldom missing a meeting and
always took plessure in explaining the attributes of an ancient
coin which the owner of it had brought f r‘gxhihigion. His
writings appear chiefly in the Society's 4 , the scope
of which may be seen from his "Introductory" remarks upon the
issue of its first number in July 1872 in which he says:
"It may be thought necessary that we should give some account
of ourselves, and therefore we desire to state our aim and
objects ints venturing into print; believing thet there has
been = want of = journal devoted to antiquarian pursuits,
it is a matter of surprise that up to the present time there
hes not been in this city, any publication wspecially repres-
enting those interested in such study,........The time seeums
esrtainly to have fully arrived when those interested in
studies so important to the historian should possess some
means of recording their views and experiences, and of give
ing and obtaining information concerning them. The HEditors
pledge themselves not to admit into its pages any communica-
tdon which could possibly give just ground for offence;
and that all articles shall have an elevating tendency;
they resolve to exclude controversy, and to make the whole
a repository of facts, rather than opinions end a medium of
general information to the reader.” And he lived up to
every line of these prémises during the many years he was
in charge, and I can vouch for the fagt that.to Henry Mott
is due alone the continued life of thﬁhﬁzzﬁgﬁzgduring its
incipient years, es many times he complained of lack of ine
terest in it, and his great discouragement. It is needless
to state that he never received one cent for the time,and
lebour he devoted to it. His co-editor was Stanley Eé Bagg, ‘
but upon My, Mott devolved the labour of producing thaﬂisaenatﬁ%ﬁ;ffﬁan&
onhanoed}‘ the premature death of Mr. Bagg. The subsequent 7
co-ediotrs were merely nominal,




It will take up too much of your time to recount at length
the many other illustrious persons connected with the early days
of this Society, so I will simply enumerate those I believe, who
from the interest they evinced in the proceedings of the Society
(whom I personally knew) and who are gone, who deserve to be
specially remembered, namely, Mr, Joseph A, Manseau, Mr, James
Rattray, Mr, Alexander Murray, Mr. J,E. Guilbeault, Mr, Willieam
Notman, Mr, James Ferrier, Junior, & very early member, lir,
Joshua L. Bronsdon, Mr, Alfred Sandham, Secretary of the Y.M,C,A,,
who published a very early compilation of Canadian @oins and #edals,
probably Eh fi{imeEEL Daniel Rose (the Publigher of the Society's
magazine) ,/%Sﬁi byféﬂa{fs HeRRY Rsensaw ; Rbswdl§'§$a S, Sones;) Samuel
E. Dawson; John Lesperance, jaurnalist, William Blackburn, whose
specialty was Scottish coins; Sir George Duncan Gibb, Bart,; Mr.
Thomas Wilson and the Honorable Judge Baby who could not do too
much to encourage its work; and probably to whom, more than anyone
else, it owes its present status and permanency, and while not a
Numismatist, he recognized the value of the science and accepgf and

i i i i i ; A
remained in Efflgi‘%guPrq$1deqt§§££%%§%%§c1et%;for maqlﬁyearsg el

e f

ﬁf&afﬁﬁJfﬂé’honor gg all tthEJgéntle.en and that of the pioneer
promotors of this intellectual and valuable historical non-political
and_nongpartisan ingt tution, ¥ ich.has outlived so many other

a ki are nature 1 ﬁ§fﬁo§§_1;ﬁgqyﬂbg,§xg;:
lastity S very home warrants our agpirations, for there was no
greater Canadian of his day than ®Claude De Ramezay," Montreal's
last Governor, under the French Regime, whose home he built and
occupied for years, the Society virtually now owns, occupies and
cares for, we trust in perpetuity., All it requires for such is,
that gﬂﬂ%ﬂpﬂbliC-Spirited citizens should endow it with a share
of hiSiwealth, a more beneficial legacy ks could not  devisedin
favor of posterity, and its education in the history of all
nations, The Eastern Oriental nations all venerate and perpetuate
the deeds and actions of their Ancestors, Why not we? Let us
emlate them, as we too soon forget all they did for us, and the
debt of gratitude we owe to them and their memory and nothing
would conduce to such a desideratum, more than to perpetuate
this Society and its Museum, the nucleus of which is already
obtained, eSped%élly in Numismatics, which can readily take rank
with many other¥, more richly endowed, and much olderzﬁg;arvﬁxaﬁi

e _
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It will take up too much of your time to recount at length the
many other illustrious persons connected with the early days of
this Society, so I will simply enumerate those I believe, who from
the 1nterest they evinced in the proceedings of the Society (whom
I personally knew) and who are gone, who deserve to be specially
remembered, n5$§i§) Mr. Joseph A. Manseau, Mr. James Rattray, Mr.
Alexander Murray, Mr. J. E. Guilbeault, Mr. William Notman, Nr.
James Ferrier, Junior, a very early member, Mr. Joshua L. Bronsdon,
Mr. Alfred Sandham, Secretary of the Y.M.C.A., who published a very
early compilation of Canadian Coins and Médals, probably the first,
Mr. Daniel Rose (the Publisher of the Society's magazine), S. Jones
Lyman, Samuel E. Dawson; John Lesperance Journalist, William
Blackburn, swhose sEec;altzjﬂ;g_ pttish goins; gggngeorge Duncan
Gibb, Barta; Yr. Thomas Wilson #nd the Ho orable Judge Baby who
could not 4o too much to encourage its work; and probably to whom,
more than anyone else, it owes its present status and permanency,
and while not a Numismatist, he recognized the value of the science
and accepted and remained in office as President of the Society for

- )%&WW‘M ce
N e
@22/ “Th the honor of all these gentlemen and that of the pioneer
promoters of this intellectual and valuable historical ,pon-political,
and non-partisan institution, which has outlived so many other
attempts of a kindred nature in Montreal, and those who now rule over
its destinv(’Our present esteemed President Dr. Lighthall, became a
Member in after years, shortly before I left Montreal,) let us hope
it may be.everlasting. Its very home warrants our aspirations, for
there was no greater Canadian of his day than "Claude de Ramezay,"
Montreal's last Governor, under the French Regime, whose home he
built and occupied for years, the Society virtually now owns, occupies
and cares for, we trust in perpetuity. All it requires for such is,
that some public-spirited citizens should endow it with a share of
his or her wealth, a more beneficial legacy could not be devised in
favor of posterity, and its education in the history of all nations.
The Eastern Oriental nations all venerate and perpetuate the deeds
and actions of their Ancestors. Why not we? Let us emulats them,
as we too soon forget all they did for us, and the debt of gratitude
we owe to them and their memory and nothing would conduce to such a
desideratum, more than to perpetuate this Society and its Museum,
the nucleus of which is already obtained, especially in Numismaties,
which can readily take rank with many others, more richly endowed,

and much older the»wepée»OteﬁtAA-o<ﬁZ°~ Certanira
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A RETROSPECT

Probably the most important event connected with the
past history of the Antiquarian and Numismatie Society of iont-
real"™ was the holding of the Caxton Exhibition on the 26, 27, 28,
20 June 1877 in the Mechanics Hall, iPeelf #> Dooger iw. exiat.
‘wmde. I may be pardoned if I allude to it specifically,‘“ﬁxita
chief promoter, and, as the then Secretary of the Society.

The month and year 1877 was the 400th anniversary of the intro-
duction of printing into our parent country, England, by William
Cexton, its first printer, and as Numismatics and Archaeology
pwed their importance as studies to the promulgation of the
history they evinced which alone could benefit mankind throuzh
typography we considered that the occasion was well worthy of
a special c¢elebration at the hands of our Society. While print-
ing with moveable types antedated this date by some 20 years,
in other countries, it wae slow in reaching .pld England and
%p it did, the first book Caxton produd”HAwaa "The Dictes
A ayinss of the Philosophers®™ coincidentally somewhat
congruoul, with the objects and transactions at the meetings
of our Society, §§ copy of which book was among the exhibits.

In the minutes of the meeting of the Society of the
218t March 1877, the following appears: "In view of the approach-
ing 4th century anniversary of the introduction of printing by
Caxton, it was suggested by the Secretary Gerald B. Hart that
& conversazione and exhibition be held in June to consist of
& collection of books from public and private libraries, which
would illustrate the progress which has been made in printing
during the last four centuries, having specially in view the
bringing together of books, pamphlets and newspapers printed
in any part of the Dominion, as well as antiquitiss and numis-
matics pertaining to it, the whole to be properly catalogued.
The suggestion met with werm approval, and a special meeting
will be held at the Society's room, Natural History Society
building, at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 31lst inst., to mature a plan
by which the contemplated converszzione may be fully considered
end successfully carried out. (Canadian Antiquarian Vol. V,
1877, p. 193)., The officers of the Society under whose aus-
pices this Exhibition was held were: Henry Mott, President;
Daniel Rose, lst V.P.; Major Latour, 2nd V.P.; R.W. MclLachlan,
Treasurer and Curator; Gerald E. Hart, Secretary. This meeting
was held at the residence of the Secretary in Durocher Street.
The speakers at the Conversazione included Principal Dawson of
McGill, who was Chairman of the meeting; The Hon. P,J.0. Chau-
veau, L.L.D,; Mr, Thomas White, Jr. (the Gazette); Dr. S.P.
May, Bducation Departmesnt, Toronto; Dr, Hammond Trumbull of




ﬁij?@_/QJ

Hertford, Conn, and Theodore Orwin, Esq. of Oswego, N.X., and
were also present the lMayor Beaudry of Montreal, Aldermen
David MeCord and E.K. Greene, the Rev, Abbé Verreau, Rev. J.F.
Stevenson; Rev. G.H. Wells, the Hon. Judge Loranger, Professor
Fenwick, the Hon, James Ferrier, Mr. Hugh lMcLennan, Mr. Peter
Redpath, Mr. J.R. Dougall (the Witness), lMr. Richard White
(the Gaszette), Cyrille Tessier, N.P. of Quebec, Ubalde Baudry,
George Holmes, andmany other prominent citizensof lMontreal.
It was & huge success though financial loss, (C.A. Vol. VI,
pp. 49 et seq.

The main work devolved upon myself to get the public
interested and the possessors of incunabula to loan them for
the four days exhibition; but in which to their credit, be
it said, I was more than successful, snd had we had time, we
could have had enough to fill a Hall double the size of the
one we had, large as it was, as not only the Canadian Libraries
volunteered to give us their treasures; but our friends in
the United States were willing to do so also, as may be seen
by the names mentioned in the Report of the Exhibition which
appears in Vol., VI of the Canadian Antiquarian. Two indefati-
gable workers, who devoted their days and nights to the duties
of classifyingi.the exhibite and compiling the catalogue, and
responding to tne enquiries of those who attended the exhi-
bition, whose only complaint was that their names did not ap=-
pear in the catalogue, but otherwise were all praise, were
Mr, Henry Mott, the President of the Society, and lir. George
A. Holmes, both of whom the Society at & subsequent meeting
remarded by electing them Life Members, & well deserved honor.
Others should probably have been similarly rewarded, sucl as
Msjor L.A.H. Latour, and John Horm, the former a sealous meu-
ber of the Society, through whose influence the great French
Institutions, took great interest in rendering assistance;
end the latter in placing the exhibits of manuscripts and
portraits of celebrated Canadisns, witnh which he was wonder-
fully conversant and well informed., But it is not always the
trulv meritorious who receive public rewards and honors, and
the Numismetic and Antiquarian Society was no exception, I
am therefore the more pleased as the Chief orgenizer of that
Exhibition and probablyAthe only survivor who had an active
part in it , to render this public acknowledgment of services
rendered. Such an exhibition was indeed a great undertaking
for so young =z Society, but in the hands of such men who under-
took its labor, failure could not ensue, and it did not.

We had exhibits that would do eredit to the money endowed
exhibitions of any old nation, brought on to us by their




owners at their own expense, some of which like the Gut$enberg
Bible of 1450, known as the lazarin Bible, because it weas
brought to light (resurrected as it were) by the great learned
Cardinal Mazerin, to whom Canada owed so much in its

and of which a copy of this Bible has recently sold et $%§§
the very copy we had on exhibition was insured for $100,000
in 1877, it was a perfect and immaculate copy of which it is
stated some twelve copies only now exist, and 26 copies in
all, in more og%_as good condition, The binding also of ours
was the origina which it was issued., We had algo two

original Caxtona and seve by his Sugces or%aigmé;_ o

¢ %é%{ﬁxbﬁhfﬁlcﬂﬁwfdtm M&o(;%m?w L%% “"(Z‘a a , W7 yt_-“") _g’,e',;‘;,, -‘."---

LS 1t ‘1a & mistake to State that the art of Printinr -

multiplying impressions - was invented by Gutenberg, ¥Fust or |

Schoyfer; for all they did was to apply the knowledge they J: v

ascquired from manuscript books written by monks, coins of the’ /.. ./

Greeks and Romans, and even their own cocuntry, which were pro-

duced in quantities in metal by means of engraved in relief

or incused letters, on dies, stelae, stones, seals and papyrus,

the work of lapidaries and other artisans, Forethought, the

Father; lNecessity, the iother; and Prescience, the Offspring;

produced in the minds of these three great men working to-

gether, a mesns to improve the Civil status of manking, which

et that tims ves mere serfdom, subservient to the domination

of ecclesiastical authorities who elone were the educated

people of their day; the governing deaspotism and autccratism

of Kings or Rulers and owners of the soil, feudalism and

militarism, The instruction of the masses and their libera.-

tion were necessary and this could best be effected Py pro-

duction of books in quantities and orators to inform the

people, Hence the Reformetion by Luther, Calvin and others,

which followed the successful introduction of books and led

to our happy state of the present age by the extinction of

the Dark Ages.

ooo,

/ All that these three illustirious men accomplighed,
was to first;place the well known characters we term "lelters
of tha alphabet" into words, carved on blocks of wood; then
place these into forms, holding them into consecutive read -
ing lines, which was their first successful result, and which
was the way in which the Bible we had on exhibition was pro-
duced; but as carving was tedious and absorbed too much time;
their second improvement, resulted in separating each letter,
lacing it in a mould and pouring molten lead on it, thus
creating 2 separate letter in quantities, and forming & font
of moveable type, which is what we have in use today, They




probably improved the hand Press and Ink, that were used by
their predecessors, in producing printed pictures engraved

on wooden blocks. When their art was perfected and books
produced, the lMonks forbid their sale, claiming that it was
the production of the Devil; end imprisoned the three origine-
tors of it; hence the wariedy and costliness of these incun.
abula, ; . Lo
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in Fumismatics, but has left us an excellent article on "0ld
Coloniel Currencies® which appears in the lMagagzine's first bum.
ber. He was born in Montreal, and an excellent writer on
various subjects.

JOHN LBSPERANCE

Appears ras the writer of "0ld Landmarks on taoe Richelieu.t;iﬁquaw”whl
John was an early pember of the Society, but being a Journalist
connected with Yontreal's Daily newspapers he had not the leisure

to attend its meetings with regularity. He was not a collector,

but like all educated men, took a delight in coins and antiqui-

ties of merit. He was particularly well versed in history of

all nations and especially that of Canada, as the above article

fully evinces, and his writings in the Press prove.

WILLIAM BLACKBURN

Appears &s a conbtributor in Np, 1, Vel, 11, July 1873, He was,
however, 2 much sariier -member of the :uciety and deeply in-

terensted in its meetings which he seldom missed. Devoted to
his native coinage, that of Scotland, he collected all such,
egpecially the rarer pieces, not attaineble by an ordinary
collector, and was well v*r,ed in the history commemorative
of each, his exhibits were most interesting and instructive.
He was a profound scholay of Scotland's history.

There are many other early members of the Society I
ought to mention, whom I personally knew intimately, admired
and respected, but they were not early contributots nor col-
lectors, so I must refrein; and again, there are early cone
tributors to its pages, who were not however members of the
Soclety, nor residents of Montreal, whom to mention indive
idually would enlarge the present "in memoriam, * to too great
2 length.

I must, however, make exceptions of the Hon, James
Ferrier and the Hon., Judge Eaby also, both Presidents, two
enthusiestic mwembers of the Society, the former wes 2 Founder,
and the latter, after he joldned it, could not do too much to
encourage its growth and usefulness, and probably to whom,
more then any one else, it owes its present status and
stability, which, le$ us hope, may be permanent, both in his
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